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Attorney General Eric Holder speaks at a news conference at the Justice Department in Washington, Monday, May 19, 2014. Holder announced that a U.S. grand 
jury has charged five Chinese hackers with economic espionage and trade secret theft, the first-of-its-kind criminal charges against Chinese military officials in an 
international cyber-espionage case. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 


US Charges Chinese Officials With Cyberspying 


ERIC TUCKER Associated 
Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ac¬ 
cusing China of vast busi¬ 
ness spying, the United 
States charged five military 
officials on Monday with 
hacking into U.S. compa¬ 
nies to steal vital trade 
secrets in a case intensify¬ 


ing already-rising tensions 
between the international 
economic giants. 

The Chinese targeted big- 
name American makers of 
nuclear and solar technol¬ 
ogy, stealing confidential 
business information, sensi¬ 
tive trade secrets and in¬ 
ternal communications for 


competitive advantage, 
according to a grand jury 
indictment that the Justice 
Department said should be 
a national “wake-up call" 
about cyber intrusions. 

A company’s success in the 
international marketplace 
should not be based “on a 
sponsor government’s abil¬ 


ity to spy and steal business 
secrets," Attorney General 
Eric Holder declared at a 
news conference. 

The alleged targets were 
Alcoa World Alumina, 
Westinghouse Electric Co., 
Allegheny Technologies, 
U.S. Steel Corp., the United 
Steelworkers Union and So- 


larWorld. The indictment, 
which includes charges 
of trade-secret theft and 
economic espionage, was 
issued in Pittsburgh, where 
most of the companies are 
based. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Kremlin announces Ukraine pullback; NATO skeptical 


DAVID M. HERSZENHORN 
© 2014 New York Times 

MOSCOW - The Kremlin 
announced Monday that 
President Vladimir Putin 
had ordered Russian troops 
conducting exercises 
along the Ukrainian bor¬ 
der to return to their home 
bases at the conclusion of 
the drills, apparently send¬ 
ing another loud signal 
that Russia is not planning 
any military action in east¬ 
ern Ukraine ahead of that 
country's presidential elec¬ 
tions Sunday. 

However, the NATO secre¬ 
tary general, Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, said the West¬ 
ern allies had not seen any 
sign of a withdrawal of Rus¬ 
sian forces. During a news 
conference in Brussels, Ras¬ 
mussen noted that it was 
the third such statement by 
Putin without any evidence 
of a pullback of troops or 
equipment from the Ukrai¬ 
nian border. 

The Kremlin statement said 
Putin had ordered the with¬ 
drawal of military units in 
conducting drills in the Ros¬ 
tov, Belgorod and Bryansk 
regions of western Russia. 
At the same time, it called 
for “the immediate halt of 
punitive operations and 
use of force” by the Ukrai¬ 
nian government and de¬ 
manded “resolution of the 
various problems through 
peaceful means alone.” 
Even as a series of national 
round-table talks have be¬ 
gun in Ukraine aimed at 
resolving the country’s po¬ 
litical crisis, the provisional 
government in the capital, 
Kiev, has pressed on with a 


security operation aimed 
at suppressing the armed 
pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. The gov¬ 
ernment refers to the sep¬ 
aratists, who have seized 
some public buildings, as 
terrorists. 

Sporadic violence, includ¬ 
ing injuries and deaths, 
has continued throughout 
eastern Ukraine in recent 


days. On Sunday night, lo¬ 
cal news agencies report¬ 
ed that armed pro-Russian 
separatists had seized a 
police station in the city of 
Luhansk. 

The Kremlin’s call for an end 
to the Ukrainian govern¬ 
ment’s campaign against 
the separatists was reiter¬ 


ated by the Russian foreign 
minister, Sergey Lavrov at a 
news conference in Mos¬ 
cow on Monday. 

“We still insist on the first un¬ 
conditional step: a halt of 
the so-called anti-terrorism 
operation, which is turning 
into actions aimed at ter¬ 
rorizing citizens of Ukraine 
just for their political con¬ 
victions,” Lavrov said. 


The Kremlin statement of¬ 
fered some praise for the 
round-table negotiations, 
which involve discussions of 
two alternate plans to give 
more authority to local of¬ 
ficials. 

The Kiev government is 
pushing a decentralization 
plan that would give more 


budget authority to mu¬ 
nicipal officials, while turn¬ 
ing governors into regional 
representatives of a strong 
national government. 
“President Vladimir Putin 
welcomes the first contacts 
between Kiev and sup¬ 
porters of federalization, 
seeking to establish direct 
dialogue in which all par¬ 
ties concerned should take 


(AP Photo/Mikhail Klimentyev) 

part” the Kremlin said. 

In a sign of the continuing 
mistrust, Lavrov warned 
against any effort by Kiev 
to use the round-table talks 
as public window dress¬ 
ing while secretly pursuing 
other changes in govern¬ 
ment structure behind the 
scenes in Parliaments 



Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with upper parliament chamber speaker Valentina 
Matviyenko prior to the Security Council meeting in the Russian Black Sea resort of Sochi on Mon¬ 
day, May 19, 2014. Russian President Vladimir Putin has ordered troops deployed in regions near 
Ukraine to return to their home bases, the Kremlin said Monday. 


Russian oligarch faces $4.5 billion Swiss divorce 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — A Swiss 
court has ordered a Russian 
billionaire to pay more than 
$4.5 billion to his ex-wife in 
what could become the 
biggest divorce settlement 
in history. 

In papers delivered Monday 
to both parties, the Gene¬ 
va Tribunal of First Instance 
said Dmitry Rybolovlev, an 
owner of fhe French soc¬ 
cer club AS Monaco, must 
pay 4,020,555,987.80 Swiss 
francs ($4,509,375,184.80) 
to ex-wife Elena Rybolov- 
leva of Geneva. Both are 


aged 47. 

The judgment also granted 
his ex-wife property worth 
130.5 million francs ($146 
million) in property in Gsta- 
ad, Switzerland, where the 
couple owned two swanky 
chalets. It awarded his 
ex-wife two other pieces 
of real estate in the ultra- 
wealthy area of Geneva 
known as Cologny, where 
the couple once lived to¬ 
gether, but listed no value 
for either address. And it 
confirmed her custody of 
their 13-year-old daughter, 
Anna. The couple also has 
an adult daughter, Ekat¬ 


erina. 

Her lawyer Marc Bonnant 
called it “the most expen¬ 
sive divorce in history" — 
an unheard-of amount for 
Switzerland and for Russian 
oligarchs — but said he ex¬ 
pected an appeal within 
30 days. 

A separate statement by 
Bonnant and two oth¬ 
er lawyers in the case, 
Corinne Corminboeuf Ha- 
rari and Caroline Schum¬ 
acher, called the record 
judgment “a complete vic¬ 
tory” for her and said that 
under Swiss law she was 
entitled to half the fortune 


he made during their mar¬ 
riage. Most of his fortune 
was transferred to Cyprus- 
based trusts in 2005. 

“One may reasonably pre¬ 
sume that Mr. Rybolovlev 
will appeal,” her lawyers 
said. 

“But the judgment shows 
already that, for the Gene¬ 
va Tribunal of Firsf Instance, 
no one — not even a Rus¬ 
sian tycoon who put his 
fabulous fortune into legal 
structures such as trusts and 
offshore companies — is 
above the law.” 
Rybolovlev’s lawyer de¬ 
clined to comment. □ 



LATIN BRIEFS 

Mediators seek 
to restore crisis 
talks in Caracas 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Foreign mediators are 
in Caracas trying to get 
talks between Venezuela’s 
government and the op¬ 
position back on track af¬ 
ter they went off the rails a 
week ago. The foreign min¬ 
isters of Brazil, Colombia 
and Ecuador and a rep¬ 
resentative of the Vatican 
held separate closed-door 
meetings with the two sides 
on Sunday. The opposition 
last week froze month-old 
negotiations aimed at eas¬ 
ing the country’s political 
crisis to protest mass ar¬ 
rests at anti-government 
protests. It is refusing fo 
return to the negotiating 
table until the government 
makes progress on propos¬ 
als ranging from an amnes¬ 
ty for jailed activists and a 
non-partisan truth commis¬ 
sion to probe the circum¬ 
stances that have led to at 
least 41 deaths since anti¬ 
government protests be¬ 
gan in FebruaryO 

Storm brings hail 
to Brazil’s largest 
city of Sao Paulo 

SAO PAULO (AP) — A 

storm has brought mar¬ 
ble-sized hail to the city of 
Sao Paulo, leaving some 
streets flooded or coated 
in white in Brazil’s largest 
city. The Center for Emer¬ 
gency Management said 
Monday the storm, which 
brought 0.4 inch (10 centi¬ 
meters) of moisture, broke 
a dry spell that caused his¬ 
torically low levels at the 
main dams that supply 
water to Sao Paulo. Resi¬ 
dents in Sao Paulo won¬ 
dered at the ice balls that 
decorated their yards and 
gardens even up to early 
Monday. Some told local 
news media that their chil¬ 
dren had never seen hail 
or played with ice before 
Sunday’s storm. Many Sao 
Paulo residents struggled 
to keep their balance 
on the ice and the storm 
stranded cars in some 
neighborhoods^ 
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New Hampshire: 
Police official 
resigns in wake 
of Obama slur 

WOLFEBORO, New Hamp¬ 
shire (AP) — The police 
commissioner of a small 
U.S. town has resigned af¬ 
ter he admitted using a 
racial slur to describe Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, a 
town official said Monday. 
Robert Copeland, 82, re¬ 
signed Sunday night from 
the post to which he was 
re-elected in March, put¬ 
ting to rest a controversy 
that drew national atten¬ 
tion and sparked impas¬ 
sioned debate in this resort 
town of 6,300 on the shore 
of Lake Winnipesaukee, 
Board of Selectmen Chair 
Linda Murray said. 
Copeland has not returned 
several calls seeking com¬ 
ment. 

At a meeting last week, 
Copeland defiantly sat 
with his arms folded as 
more than 100 residents 
pushed for his ouster and 
tore into his comments, 
saying he didn’t speak for 
the town or its people. 
Copeland admitted using 
the slur, preceded by an 
obscenity, while he was 
at a restaurant in March. 
A resident overheard him 
and complained to town 
officials when she learned 
that Copeland was a po¬ 
lice commissioner. 

“I believe I did use the ‘N’ 
word in reference to the 
current occupant of the 
Whitehouse,” Copeland 
said in the April email sent 
to the two other commis¬ 
sioners and forwarded to 
O’Toole. “For this, I do not 
apologize — he meets and 
exceeds my criteria for 
such.” 

Mitt Romney, the former 
Republican presidential 
nominee and the former 
Massachusetts governor, 
owns a home in the town 
and called for Copeland’s 
resignation, saying “the 
vile epithet used and con¬ 
firmed by the commission¬ 
er has no place in our com¬ 
munity.” 

About 20 black people live 
year-round in Wolfeboro, 
in the scenic Lakes Region 
of New Hampshire, a state 
that's 94 percent white 
and 1 percent black. □ 


US Charges Chinese Officials With Cyberspying 


Continued from front 


China denied it all. In a 
statement, the Foreign 
Ministry said the charges 
were based on “fabricat¬ 
ed facts” and would jeop¬ 
ardize China-U.S. “cooper¬ 
ation and mutual trust.” 
“China is steadfast in up¬ 
holding cybersecurity," 
said the statement. “The 
Chinese government, the 
Chinese military and their 
relevant personnel have 
never engaged or par¬ 
ticipated in cybertheft of 
trade secrets. 

The U.S. accusation 
against Chinese personnel 
is purely ungrounded and 
absurd." 

The charges underscore a 
longtime Obama adminis¬ 
tration goal to prosecute 
state-sponsored cyber¬ 
threats, which U.S. officials 
say they have grappled 
with for years. One gov¬ 
ernment report said more 
than 40 Pentagon weap¬ 
ons programs and nearly 
30 other defense technolo¬ 
gies have been compro¬ 
mised by cyber intrusions 
from China. The cyberse¬ 
curity firm Mandiant issued 
a report last year alleging 
links between a secret Chi¬ 
nese military unit and years 
of cyberattacks against 
U.S. companies. 

Monday’s prosecution was 
announced on the heels of 
a separate worldwide op- 



****** 


c.i nusiin 



Press materials are displayed on a table of the Justice Department in Washington, Monday, May 
19, 2014, before Attorney General Eric Holder was to speak at a news conference. Holder was 
announcing that a U.S. grand jury has charged five Chinese hackers with economic espionage 
and trade secret theft, the first-of-its-kind criminal charges against Chinese military officials in an 
international cyber-espionage case. 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 


eration over the weekend 
that resulted in the arrests 
of 97 people in 16 coun¬ 
tries who are suspected of 
developing, distributing or 
using malicious software 
called BlackShades. 

The new indictment at¬ 
tempts to distinguish spy¬ 
ing for national security 
purposes — which the U.S. 
admits doing — from eco¬ 
nomic espionage intended 
to gain commercial ad¬ 
vantage for private com¬ 
panies or industries, which 


the U.S. denies it does. Clas¬ 
sified documents disclosed 
by former National Secu¬ 
rity Agency analyst Edward 
Snowden have described 
aggressive U.S. efforts to 
eavesdrop on foreign com¬ 
munications that would be 
illegal in those countries. 
Unlike in some countries, 
there are no nationalized 
U.S. industries. American 
officials have flatly denied 
that the government spies 
on foreign companies and 
then hands over commer¬ 


cially valuable information 
to U.S. companies. In Chi¬ 
na, though, many compa¬ 
nies are state owned, par¬ 
ticularly those that supply 
the military. 

“These five people were 
just doing their jobs. It's just 
that we object to what 
their jobs are,” said Mark 
Rasch, a former U.S. cy¬ 
bercrimes prosecutor. “We 
have tens of thousands of 
dedicated, hard-working 
Americans who are just do¬ 
ing their jobs, too.'O 


CIA: Will not use vaccination programs for spying 


STEPHEN BRAUN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A top 

White House official has as¬ 
sured the deans of promi¬ 
nent U.S. public health 
schools that the CIA will 
no longer use vaccination 
programs as cover for spy¬ 
ing operations. The agency 
used the ruse in targeting 
Osama bin Laden before 
the U.S. raid that killed him 
in 2011. 

Lisa Monaco, President 
Barack Obama's top coun¬ 
terterrorism adviser, wrote 
to the deans of 13 public 
health schools last week, 
saying that the CIA has 
agreed it would no longer 
use vaccination programs 
or workers for intelligence 


purposes. The agency also 
agreed to not use genetic 
materials obtained through 
such programs. 

A Pakistani doctor, Shakil 
Afridi, provided polio vacci¬ 
nations in the Pakistani city 
of Abbottabad as cover 
for his CIA-backed effort to 
obtain DNA samples from 
children at a compound 
where bin Laden was later 
killed during a 2011 raid. 
Afridi was convicted and 
sentenced by a Pakistani 
court to 33 years in prison 
for treason. The sentence 
was later overturned and 
Afridi faces a retrial. 

The health school deans 
were among a group of 
medical authorities who 
publicly criticized the CIA's 


use of the vaccination pro¬ 
gram after it was disclosed 
by media accounts and 
Pakistan's arrest of Afridi as 
a CIA operative. 

In her May 16 letter to the 
health school deans, Mo¬ 
naco said that the U.S. 
“strongly supports the 
Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative and efforts to end 
the spread of the polio virus 
forever." She added that 
CIA Director John Brennan 
committed in August 2013 
that the agency would 
“make no operational use 
of vaccination programs, 
which includes vaccina¬ 
tion workers.” Also saying 
no DNA or genetic material 
would be used from such 
programs, Monaco said 


the CIA policy “applied 
worldwide and to U.S. and 
non-U.S. persons alike.” 

CIA spokesman Dean Boyd 
said Brennan “took seriously 
the concerns raised by the 
public health community, 
examined them closely, 
and took decisive action.” 
Monaco's letter was first 
disclosed in a report by Ya¬ 
hoo News. Monaco's letter 
came days after Pakistan 
acted to quell a growing 
polio crisis within its borders. 
The public health deans 
had warned last year that 
the CIA’s use of a vaccina¬ 
tion program had played a 
role in the shootings of sev¬ 
eral health workers in Paki¬ 
stan and could hamper 
anti-polio efforts.Q 
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Obama promotes influx of foreign investment in US 


JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama held 
a little-noticed meeting in 
March with executives of 
a Belgian aerospace com¬ 
pany while in Brussels to 
meet European leaders. It 
was barely a footnote in a 
trip dominated by tensions 
with Russia over Ukraine. 

But the meeting was the 
result of a lengthy courtship 
by the Obama administra¬ 
tion and the state of Okla¬ 
homa to attract ASCO In¬ 
dustries to build a new $125 
million production facility in 
the U.S. The effort was part 
of an initiative called Se- 
lectUSA that Obama start¬ 
ed in 2011 and expanded 
last year. Obama this week 
is drawing new attention to 
the effort, convening busi¬ 


ness leaders Tuesday at the 
White House to advertise 
success stories in the face 
of public anxieties over 
jobs and the economy. 
Among the recent deals is 
a decision by a subsidiary of 
Germany-based Lufthansa 
to build an aviation main¬ 
tenance and repair center 
in Puerto Rico. White House 
officials say it was sealed 
through direct phone calls 
with Lufthansa executives 
from Commerce Secretary 
Penny Pritzker and Vice 
President Joe Biden. 

Yet as Obama promotes 
the influx of foreign invest¬ 
ment to the U.S., his admin¬ 
istration and key members 
of Congress are also wor¬ 
rying over dozens of U.S. 
companies heading in the 
other direction. These busi¬ 
nesses are merging with or 



This photo shows President Barack Obama speaking during a press availability with Uruguay's 
President Jose Mujica in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington. President Obama is 
drawing attention to foreign investments in the United States, convening business leaders at the 
White House this week to advertise success stories in the face of continuing public anxieties over 
the economy. 

(AP Photo) 
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acquiring overseas firms to 
change their address and 
gain tax advantages that 
can cost the federal gov¬ 
ernment billions in tax rev¬ 
enues. 

The most prominent ex¬ 
ample is Pfizer Inc.’s re¬ 
cent takeover bid of British 
drugmaker AstraZeneca, a 
deal that if consummated 
would be the largest-ever 
foreign takeover of a Brit¬ 
ish company. The poten¬ 
tial acquisition would allow 
Pfizer to incorporate in Brit¬ 
ain and thus limit its expo¬ 
sure to higher U.S. corpo¬ 
rate tax rates. On Monday, 
AstraZeneca turned down 
Pfizer’s latest offer of $119 
billion, making the likeli¬ 
hood of a deal increasingly 
unlikely. 

Pfizer’s approach — called 
a corporate inversion — is 
the latest in a growing trend 
that could accelerate as 
corporate lawyers advise 
clients to get ahead of ef¬ 
forts in Washington to over¬ 
haul the tax system and 
close corporate loopholes. 
Companies that have cre¬ 
ated foreign shell corpo¬ 
rations in recent years in¬ 
clude familiar names like 
Tyco International and In- 
gersoll-Rand. 

Though there is little chance 
of action this year, Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats gen¬ 
erally agree that federal 
corporate tax rates, now 
at 35 percent, should be 


lowered while eliminating 
credits, exemptions and 
other tax advantages. 

Still, the Obama adminis¬ 
tration’s 2015 budget con¬ 
tained a specific proposal 
aimed at curtailing inver¬ 
sions and White House of¬ 
ficials say such a fix would 
not necessarily have to be 
part of a broader overhaul. 
Under current law, a U.S. 
company that merges with 
a foreign entity can’t ben¬ 
efit from a lower foreign tax 
rate unless the sharehold¬ 
ers of the foreign company 
own at least 20 percent of 
the new merged business. 
Obama has proposed rais¬ 
ing that threshold to 50 per¬ 
cent, with the goal of mak¬ 
ing them less attractive. 

But Republicans and some 
corporate advisers say in¬ 
version transactions will 
continue as long as U.S. 
corporate tax rates remain 
the highest among indus¬ 
trialized countries and as 
long as the United States 
requires U.S. companies to 
pay taxes on any foreign 
cash that is brought back 
to the United States. 

“That creates a very strong 
incentive for major U.S. 
companies fo keep their 
cash earned overseas 
overseas” said Gordon 
Caplan, a partner in the 
New York law firm of Willk- 
ie Farr & Gallagher who 
specializes in mergers and 
acquisitionsO 





















US judge strikes down Oregon gay marriage ban 



Portland city commissioner Nick Fish applauds, Monday, May 19, 2014, in Portland, Ore. People 
gathered at the offices of Oregon United for Marriage Monday for the announcement by U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Michael McShane calling Oregon's ban on gay marriage unconstitutional. 

(AP Photo/The Oregonian, Stephanie Yao Long) 


JONATHAN J. COOPER 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

A federal judge on Mon¬ 
day struck down a voter- 
approved ban on gay mar¬ 
riage in the northwestern 
state of Oregon, saying it 
is unconstitutional, marking 
the 13th consecutive legal 
victory for gay marriage 

New York City: 

London cleric 

LARRY NEUMEISTER 
TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — An 

Egyptian Islamic preacher 
whose fiery sermons before 
and after 9/11 attracted 
extremists to his London 
mosque was convicted 
Monday in a trial that a 
prosecutor said should pro¬ 
vide justice for the victims 
of a kidnapping in Yemen 
more than a decade ago. 
The 56-year-old cleric, Mus¬ 
tafa Kamel Mustafa, was 
found guilty just weeks af- 


advocates since last year’s 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling 
that overturned part of a 
federal ban. 

U.S. District Judge Michael 
McShane joined judges 
in seven other states who 
have struck down gay mar¬ 
riage bans this year, though 
appeals are underway and 
the issue is expected to 


ter an al-Qaida spokesman 
was convicted. 

Mustafa was accused of 
providing material support 
to terrorist organizations by 
enabling hostage takers in 
the Yemen kidnapping to 
speak on a satellite phone, 
by sending men to establish 
an al-Qaida training camp 
in Oregon, and by sending 
at least one man to training 
camps in Afghanistan. 

He was extradited in 2012 
from England, where he 
led London's Finsbury Park 
Mosque in the 1990s, re¬ 


settled by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. He said the ban un¬ 
constitutionally discrimi¬ 
nates against same-sex 
couples and ordered Ore¬ 
gon not to enforce it. State 
officials earlier refused to 
defend the constitutional 
ban in court. 

Jubilant couples rushed 
to tie the knot following 


portedly attended by both 
Sept. 11 conspirator Zac- 
arias Moussaoui and shoe 
bomber Richard Reid. Mus¬ 
tafa denied that he ever 
met them. 

Mustafa looked straight 
ahead as the verdict was 
read. Sentencing was set 
for Sept. 8, when he faces 
a maximum of life in prison. 
Defense attorney Joshua 
Dratel said the verdict was 
“not about the evidence 
but about a visceral reac¬ 
tion to the defendant. ”□ 


Monday’s ruling, including 
some who stood in line at 
the Portland county build¬ 
ing for hours to get a mar¬ 
riage license. 

The U.S. Supreme Court last 
year struck down the 1996 
Defense of Marriage Act, 
which barred the federal 
government from recogniz¬ 
ing same-sex marriage. The 
court determined the law 
improperly deprived gay 
couples of due process. 
Many observers predicted 
the ruling would create a 
pathway for states to act, 
as polls showed a major¬ 
ity of Americans now sup¬ 
port gay marriage. Indeed, 
lower-court judges have 
repeatedly cited that de¬ 
cision when striking down 
bans. In addition to Ore¬ 
gon, federal or state judg¬ 
es in Idaho, Oklahoma, 
Virginia, Michigan, Texas, 
Utah and Arkansas recently 
have found state same-sex 
marriage bans to be un¬ 
constitutional. Judges also 
have ordered Kentucky, 


Ohio and Tennessee to rec¬ 
ognize same-sex marriages 
from other states. At least 
17 other states have filed 
lawsuits asking judges to 
throw out state bans. 

The two most recent states 
to make the unions legal 
were New Mexico and Ha¬ 
waii, both of which did so in 
late 2013. Oregon’s ruling is 
not expected to be chal¬ 
lenged, which would make 
it the 18th state where gay 
marriage is legal. 
Opposition remains stiff in 
many places. Critics note 
most states still do not al¬ 
low gay marriage and that 
in most of those that do, it 
was the work of courts or 
legislatures, not the will of 
the people. 

In Oregon, state officials 
have said they’d be pre¬ 
pared to carry out same- 
sex marriages almost im¬ 
mediately, and couples 
lined up outside the county 
clerk's office in Portland 
in anticipation of the Mc- 
Shane’s decision. □ 


convicted in terrorism trial 
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After firing from Times, Abramson talks about resilience 


RAVI SOMAIYA 
© 2014 New York Times 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. - Jill 
Abramson, the former ex¬ 
ecutive editor of The New 
York Times, made her first 
public appearance since 
her abrupt dismissal last 
week, speaking about resil¬ 
ience in a long-scheduled 
commencement address 
Monday at Wake Forest 
University. 

In an 11-minute speech 
marked with applause and 
laughter, Abramson said 
her father had always em¬ 
phasized that it was as im¬ 
portant to handle setbacks 
as to embrace success. 
“I’m talking to anyone 
who has been dumped,” 
she said. “Not gotten the 
job you really wanted or 
received those horrible re¬ 
jection letters from grad 
school. You know the sting 
of losing, or not getting 
something you badly want. 
When that happens, show 
what you are made of.” 
She said she was asked 
by a student whether she 
might remove a tattoo 
on her back of The Times’ 
gothic T. “Not a chance,” 
she said. 

“It was the honor of my life 
to lead the newsroom,” 
she said. 

At least for the morning, a 
buzzing Manhattan news 
media story was trans¬ 
ported from Midtown of¬ 
fices and boardrooms to a 
sunlit quad, surrounded by 
trees and stately buildings, 
alive with the excitement 
of graduating students in 
black gowns and mortar¬ 
board hats with black and 
gold tassels. Alongside the 
parents, students and oth¬ 
ers taking their seats were 
reporters from news orga¬ 
nizations including Politico, 
The Wall Street Journal and 


several television stations. 
“I’m impressed that your 
achievements here have 
attracted so much media 
attention,” she joked at 
the beginning of her ad¬ 
dress. She said her biggest 
concern about speaking 
at the commencement 
was that “the small media 
circus following me would 
detract from you, the class 
of 2014.” 


Abramson entered the 
ceremony in a procession 
with faculty and admin¬ 
istrators, wearing a black 
gown with three black and 
gold stripes on the arms. 
She was introduced by Al¬ 
bert R. Hunt Jr., a Bloom¬ 
berg News columnist, who 
called her appointment 
by The Times three years 
ago, as the first female ex¬ 
ecutive editor, a “seminal 
step." Hunt praised her for 
leaving The Times “better, 
stronger and more vibrant 
than ever." 

Abramson stood behind 


a lectern and addressed 
thousands of students 
seated in the university’s 
bucolic quad. Under a 
yellow and white striped 
marquee, in front of the 
spire of the university’s Wait 
Chapel, she spoke slowly 
and clearly, despite Hunt's 
lighthearted warning to 
the graduates that her 
strong New York accent 
might require a translator. 


Approached by report¬ 
ers when the ceremony 
ended, Abramson said she 
understood that the news 
media had a job to do but 
that she had nothing more 
to say. 

“There were definitely dif¬ 
ferent expectations,” said 
Wade Collins, 22, gradu¬ 
ating with a bachelor's 
degree in mathematical 
economics. “Some people 
expected her to go hard 
at what happened. But 
she walked the line really 
well. And this was interest¬ 
ing. These speeches can 


be really dull.” 

Since the publisher of The 
Times, Arthur Sulzberger 
Jr., announced Wednes¬ 
day that she would be re¬ 
placed by her No. 2, Dean 
Baquet, Abramson had 
not publicly discussed her 
ouster. Sulzberger had tried 
to bring a smooth transi¬ 
tion, but Abramson de¬ 
clined to participate in a 
more peaceful handover. 


according to people with 
direct knowledge of the 
situation. 

In his initial announcement, 
Sulzberger said only that 
he had fired her because 
of “an issue with manage¬ 
ment in the newsroom.” 
Last week, a report on The 
New Yorker's website sug¬ 
gested that she had been 
fired for seeking equal 
pay with her predecessor. 
Bill Keller, setting off a de¬ 
bate on gender equality. 
Those reports were strenu¬ 
ously denied in statements 
from The Times, which in¬ 


cluded the assertion that 
Abramson earned 10 per¬ 
cent more than Keller by 
the time her tenure ended. 
In response to those re¬ 
ports, and a growing de¬ 
bate over whether gen¬ 
der played a role in her 
dismissal, Sulzberger has 
issued two more state¬ 
ments about Abramson 
in an attempt to quell the 
furor over her departure. In 
one statement, issued Sat¬ 
urday, Sulzberger wrote, “I 
concluded that she had 
lost the support of her 
masthead colleagues and 
could not win it back.” 

A precipitating factor in 
Abramson’s departure was 
a controversy surrounding 
the paper’s attempts to 
hire Janine Gibson, a se¬ 
nior editor at The Guardian 
newspaper, according to 
people with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the discussions. 
Baquet was not aware 
that Abramson had made 
an offer to Gibson and only 
learned about it during a 
lunch with Gibson. This an¬ 
gered both Baquet and 
Sulzberger, who had been 
led to believe that the rest 
of the masthead was kept 
up-to-date about the offer 
to Gibson, these people 
said. 

Abramson, 60, had been 
confirmed as the speaker 
at Wake Forest for some 
weeks, said Nathan O. 
Hatch, the university's 
president, in an interview 
before the commence¬ 
ment. She was recruited 
to speak by Hunt, a Wake 
Forest alumnus and mem¬ 
ber of the college’s board 
of trustees. 

After the news of 
Abramson’s dismissal. 
Hatch said, “We called her 
on Thursday, and she still 
wanted to do it. "□ 



Jill Abramson, former executive editor of The New York Times, during a graduation ceremony 
at Wake Forest University in Winston Salem, N.C., May 19, 2014. Abramson made her first 
public appearance since her abrupt dismissal last week, speaking about resilience in a long- 
scheduled commencement address on Monday. (Jeremy M. Lange/The New York Times) 
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US Financial Front: 

Temporary jobs on rise in shifting American economy 


TOM RAUM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — While 
the U.S. economy has im¬ 
proved since the Great 
Recession ended five years 
ago, part-time and “con¬ 
tract” workers are filling 
many of the new jobs. 


Contract workers made 
up less than half of one 
percent of all U.S. em¬ 
ployment in the 1980s but 
now account for 2.3 per- 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Inter¬ 
est rates on short-term Trea¬ 
sury bills were unchanged 
in Monday's auction with 
rates on six-month bills re¬ 
maining at their highest 
level since late March. 

The Treasury Department 
auctioned $25 billion in 
three-month bills at a dis¬ 
count rate of 0.025 per¬ 
cent, the same as the last 
two weeks. Another $23 
billion in six-month bills was 
auctioned at a discount 
rate of 0.050 percent, un¬ 
changed from last week. 
The six-month rate is the 
highest since those bills av¬ 
eraged 0.065 percent on 
March 31. 


cent. Economists predict 
contract workers will play 
a larger role in the years 
ahead. 

They are a diverse army 
of laborers, ranging from 
janitors, security officers, 
home-care and food ser¬ 
vice-workers to computer 


programmers, freelance 
photographers and illus¬ 
trators. Many are involved 
in manufacturing. Many 
others are self-employed, 


The discount rates reflect 
that the bills sell for less than 
face value. 

For a $10,000 bill, the three- 
month price was $9,999.37 
while a six-month bill sold 
for $9,997.47. That would 
equal an annualized rate 
of 0.025 percent for the 
three-month bills and 0.051 
percent for the six-month 
bills. 

Separately, the Federal Re¬ 
serve said Monday that the 
average yield for one-year 
Treasury bills, a popular in¬ 
dex for making changes in 
adjustable-rate mortgag¬ 
es, declined to 0.09 per¬ 
cent last week from 0.10 
the previous week.Q 


working under contracts 
that lay out specific re¬ 
sponsibilities and dead¬ 
lines. 

Labor leaders and many 
economists worry. Con¬ 
tract workers have less job 
security and don’t con¬ 
tribute to the economy 


through spending as much 
as permanent, full-time 
workers. Nor do they have 
the same job protections. 
Few are union members. 

“It is not hugely clear that 
we’re coming into a temp- 
worker, contract-worker. 


contingent-worker nation. 
But it's something to keep 
an eye on,” said Heidi Shier- 
holz, an economist with the 
labor-oriented Economic 
Policy Institute. “There’s 
definitely been an increase 
in the share of those work¬ 
ing part time." 

Part-time and contract 
jobs in the past tended to 
rise during recessions and 
recede during recover¬ 
ies. But maybe no longer: 
Part-time workers have ac¬ 
counted for more than 10 
percent of U.S. job growth 
in the years since the reces¬ 
sion officially ended in June 
2009. Meanwhile, union 
membership has been slid¬ 
ing steadily since the mid- 
1980s. 

Businesses often hire con¬ 
tract workers or freelancers 
because if is less expensive 
than hiring full-time work¬ 
ers. 

“Workers increasingly serve 
businesses that do not offi¬ 
cially ‘employ’ the worker 
— a distinction that ham¬ 
pers organizing, erodes la¬ 
bor standards and dilutes 
accountability," said Cath¬ 
erine Ruckelshaus, general 
counsel for fhe National 
Employment Law Project, 
which advocates on be¬ 
half of low-wage workers. 
Many business leaders 
have a different take. 
“Some people don’t want 
to be a full-time employee. 
They want contract work,” 
said Bruce Josten, execu¬ 
tive vice president of the 


U.S. Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. Still, Josten recog¬ 
nizes some of them “are 
hoping the contract work 
will ultimately lead them 
into a full-time position.” 

A recent Federal Reserve 
study showed that nearly 
7.5 million people who are 
working part time — con¬ 
tract workers included — 
would rather have full-time 
jobs. 

Jerry Jasinowski, who 
served as president of the 
National Association of 
Manufacturers for 14 years 
and later as president of 
the Manufacturing Insti¬ 
tute, said despite criticism 
leveled against contract 
workers from some quar¬ 
ters, “I think on balance, 
they are a positive reflec¬ 
tion of the extent to which 
production has become 
much more flexible, a re¬ 
flection of hybrid opera¬ 
tions. Some people don’t 
like it. But that’s neither here 
nor there. That’s where ev¬ 
erybody’s moving.” 
Analysts suggest the in¬ 
crease in contract and 
“temp” jobs will likely ac¬ 
celerate as more baby 
boomers retire from their 
full-time jobs. 

Pressure from a company’s 
shareholders — often fo¬ 
cused on short-term returns 
— can also lead businesses 
to lower labor costs by re¬ 
classifying a portion of their 
payroll as part-timers or 
spinning them off to a con¬ 
tracting agency .□ 



Bruce Josten listens during a news conference at the Chamber of Commerce in Washington. While 
the U.S. economy has been slowly improving since the end of the Great Recession five years ago, 
a substantial number of the new jobs are being filled by part-time and “contract” workers. “Some 
people don't want to be a full-time employee. They want contract work,” said Josten, executive 
vice president of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Still, Josten recognizes some of them “are hop¬ 
ing the contract work will ultimately lead them into a fulltime position.” 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 
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Good track record for Long Island Rail Road crew 


KENNETH ROSEN 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - In the corner 
sits a safe filled with jewelry. 
Along the walls, shelves are 
stacked with duffel bags 
and backpacks. Elsewhere 
there are piles of lost or 
abandoned smartphones. 
And then there is the car¬ 
bon-fiber leg. 

Henry Felton has come 
across stranger things than 
the prosthetic limb during 
his five years as supervi¬ 
sor of the Long Island Rail 
Road’s Lost and Found: 
the set of nunchucks and 
Chinese throwing stars, the 
antique pistol, a set of false 
teeth. 

But on a recent spring after¬ 
noon, the leg was the odd¬ 
est thing in his cramped 
office below Penn Station, 
amid myriad misplaced 
items that pass through the 
unit each day. 

The way the leg had 
been packed, it looked as 
though it was being trans¬ 
ported, not worn. “You just 
don't forget your leg," Fen¬ 
ton said. 

Barbara Sevigny, a clerk at 


the lost and found who, like 
Felton, takes the train to 
work every day, said there 
was never really a seasonal 
lull. In the winter, there is 
the predictable deluge of 
mittens, hats and scarfs. In 
the summer, it will be the 
beach gear that gets left 
behind as travelers make 
their way to (or from) the 
shore. 

Whatever they have lost, 
people are ecstatic when 
they get it back, Sevigny 
said. Sometimes, an item 
truly is priceless. 

For one passenger, a wool 
cap that was returned was 
the last remaining posses¬ 
sion of a grandmother who 
had died. 

“Some people get discour¬ 
aged and don’t come 
back,” Sevigny said. 

Little do they know that 
there is a system dedicat¬ 
ed to reuniting passengers 
with their wayward mit¬ 
tens and sun hats and, of 
course, their smartphones, 
which go astray no matter 
the season. 

Indeed, nothing taxes the 
office (or its power supply) 



Henry Felton, supervisor of the Long Island Rail Road’s lost and found unit, tries to track down the 
owner of a prosthetic leg, in his cramped office below Penn Station, in New York, May 15, 2014. 
For the LIRR, long maligned for its crowded trains and unpredictable service, the success of its lost- 
and-found is a bright spot, with 9,252 out of 15,544 items logged in last year returned to owners. 

(Michael Kirby Smith/The New York Times) 


like the stockpile of lost mo¬ 
bile communication devic¬ 
es. Underneath the main 
desk is a tangle of wires 
charging the multitude of 
phones that are found ev¬ 
ery week. Sonar-like pings 


fill the space each time a 
user somewhere activates 
the Find My iPhone app. 
The sound is almost like a 
desperate plea. “We hear 
that all day long,” Felton 
said. 


Beyond the desk, the en¬ 
clave is stacked wall-to- 
wall with the lost posses¬ 
sions of daily commuters 
or seasonal riders. Felton’s 
office boasts an impressive 
record. □ 


University Study: 

Student debt grows with high-paid leaders 


TAMAR LEWIN 
© 2014 New York Times 

At the 25 public universities 
with the highest-paid presi¬ 
dents, both student debt 
and the use of part-time 
adjunct faculty grew far 
faster than at the average 
state university from 2005 to 
2012, according to a new 
study by the Institute for 
Policy Studies, a left-lean¬ 
ing Washington research 
group. 

The study, “The One Per¬ 
cent at State U: How Uni¬ 
versity Presidents Profit from 
Rising Student Debt and 
Low-Wage Faculty Labor,” 
examined the relationship 
between executive pay, 
student debt and low- 
wage faculty labor at the 
25 top-paying public uni¬ 
versities. 

The co-authors, Andrew 
Erwin and Marjorie Wood, 
found that administrative 
expenditures at the high¬ 
est-paying universities out¬ 


paced spending on schol¬ 
arships by more than 2 to 1. 
And while adjunct faculty 
members became more 
numerous at the 25 univer¬ 
sities, the share of perma¬ 
nent faculty declined dras¬ 
tically. 

“The high executive pay 
obviously isn't the direct 
cause of higher student 
debt, or cuts in labor 
spending,” Wood said. 

“But if you think about it in 
terms of the allocation of 
resources, it does seem to 
be the tip of a very large 
iceberg, 

with universities that have 
top-heavy executive 

spending also having more 
adjuncts, more tuition in¬ 
creases and more adminis¬ 
trative spending.” 

Since the 2008 financial 
crisis, the report found, the 
leaders of the highest-pay¬ 
ing universities fared well, 
largely at the expense of 
students and faculty. 


“Like executives in the cor¬ 
porate and banking sec¬ 
tors, public university presi¬ 
dents weathered the im¬ 
mediate aftermath of the 
fall 2008 financial crisis with 


minimal or no reductions in 
total compensation,” the 
report said. 

While the average execu¬ 
tive compensation at pub¬ 
lic research universities in¬ 


creased 14 percent from 
2009 to 2012, to an aver¬ 
age of $544,554, compen¬ 
sation for the presidents of 
the highest-paying univer¬ 
sities increased by a third, 
to $974,006, during that pe¬ 
riod. 

The Chronicle of Higher 
Education's annual survey 
of public university presi¬ 
dents’ compensation, also 
released Sunday, 
found that nine chief ex¬ 
ecutives earned more than 
$1 million in total compen¬ 
sation in 2012-2013, 
up from four the previous 
year, and three in 2010-11. 
The median total compen¬ 
sation of the 256 presidents 
included in the survey was 
$478,896, a 5 percent in¬ 
crease over the previous 
year. 

But, The Chronicle found, 
chief executives were 
hardly alone among the 
highest-paid public univer¬ 
sity officials. □ 



Gordon Gee, who was the highest-paid public university presi¬ 
dent in 2013 while at Ohio State University, in his office on the 
school’s campus in Columbus, Ohio. At the 25 public universi¬ 
ties with the highest-paid presidents, student debt and the use 
of part-time adjunct faculty grew far faster than at the average 
state university from 2005 to 2012, according to a new study 
by the Institute for Policy Studies, a left-leaning Washington re¬ 
search group. 

(Andrew Spear/The New York Times) 
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Thailand’s army declares martial law amid crisis 


Floods threaten 
power plant, land 
mines in Balkans 

JOVANA GEC 
D. STOJANOVIC 
Associated Press 
OBRENOVAC, Serbia (AP) 

— Serbia ordered the 
evacuation Monday of this 
town and 11 others along 
the raging Sava River, but 
Bratislava Pavlovic won’t 
budge, even as water 
rising six feet in an hour 
lapped outside her third- 
floor apartment. 

“I grew up in this town," the 
58-year-old postal worker 
said. “I was born and raised 
here.” 

The worst rainfall in more 
than a century has flood¬ 
ed large swathes of Bosnia 
and Serbia, threatening 
Serbia’s main power plant 
and unleashing landslides 
that have swept away 
homes and unearthed 
land mines left over from 
the region’s war, along 
with warning signs pin¬ 
pointing their locations. 

At least 35 people have 
died and tens of thousands 
have been forced to flee 
their homes. 

In Obrenovac, shop win¬ 
dows were shattered and 
children’s bicycles, bed¬ 
ding, chairs and car tires 
were scattered in the 
streets. Dogs abandoned 
by their owners roamed 
about in packs as security 
forces distributed drinking 
water and food to the few 
remaining residents. 

“It came like a big wave,” 
Pavlovic said of the churn¬ 
ing floodwaters that inun¬ 
dated the town of 15,000 
some 20 miles south of the 
capital, Belgrade, when 
the Sava overflowed its 
banks. 

“It happened in one hour, 
two meters of water. No¬ 
body saw it coming,” said 
Pavlovic, whose two sons 
and their families were 
among those who fled. □ 


THANYARAT DOKSONE 
TODD PITMAN 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Thai¬ 
land's army declared mar¬ 
tial law in a surprise an¬ 
nouncement in Bangkok 
before dawn on Tuesday, 
intensifying the turbulent 
nation’s deepening politi¬ 
cal crisis. The military, how¬ 


ever, denied a coup d'etat 
was underway. 

The move came after six 
months of anti-government 
demonstrations aimed at 
ousting the government 
and one day after the 
Southeast Asian country’s 
caretaker prime minister re¬ 
fused to step down. 

The army said in a state¬ 
ment that the military had 
taken the action to “keep 
peace and order” and sol¬ 
diers entered several pri¬ 
vate television stations in 
the capital. 


An army official, speaking 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because of the sensi¬ 
tivity of the situation, told 
The Associated Press “this 
is definitely not a coup. This 
is only to provide safety to 
the people and the people 
can still carry on their lives 
as normal.” 

A ticker on Chanel 5, an 


army station, also denied 
the military was taking over 
and asked the public not to 
panic. 

Thailand’s army has staged 
at 11 successful coups 
since the end of absolute 
monarchy in 1932. 

The military statement was 
signed by army chief Gen. 
Prayuth Chan-Ocha. It cit¬ 
ed a 1914 law that gives it 
authority to intervene dur¬ 
ing times of crisis, and said 
it had taken the action be¬ 
cause on-going mass ral¬ 
lies between political rivals 


“could impact the coun¬ 
try’s security and safety of 
the lives and properties of 
the public.” 

On Monday, Thailand’s 
acting prime minister in¬ 
sisted his government will 
not resign, resisting pressure 
from a group of senators 
who are seeking ways to 
settle the country's political 


crisis, and from anti-govern¬ 
ment protesters who are 
demanding an appointed 
prime minister. 

The deadlock in South¬ 
east Asia’s second-largest 
economy has been wors¬ 
ening since former Prime 
Minister Yingluck Shinawa- 
tra dissolved the lower 
house in December and a 
court ousted her and nine 
Cabinet ministers earlier this 
month for abuse of power. 
A group of about 70 sena¬ 
tors, most of whom are 
seen as siding with the an¬ 


ti-government protesters, 
proposed a framework on 
Friday that calls for a gov¬ 
ernment with full power to 
conduct political reforms. 
Acting Prime Minister Ni- 
wattumrong Boonsongpai- 
san and Justice Minister 
Chaikasem Nitisiri met with 
two representatives of the 
Senate in an undisclosed 
location Monday to avoid 
disruption from the protest¬ 
ers. In a statement follow¬ 
ing the meeting, Niwat- 
tumrong said the Cabinet 
cannot resign because “it 
will be negligence of duty 
and against the constitu¬ 
tion," and insisted he “can 
carry out duties and has full 
authority” as prime minister. 
The Cabinet has operat¬ 
ed in a caretaker capac¬ 
ity with limited power since 
Yingluck dissolved the low¬ 
er house in December in a 
failed bid to ease the po¬ 
litical crisis. A new govern¬ 
ment cannot normally be 
named until there are elec¬ 
tions, which anti-govern¬ 
ment demonstrators have 
vowed to block unless po¬ 
litical reforms occur first. 

The Senate, the only func¬ 
tioning legislative body in 
the country, was seen as 
the last resort of the anti¬ 
government protesters, 
who are calling for an inter¬ 
im, unelected prime minis¬ 
ter to be chosen. 

Earlier this month, the Con¬ 
stitutional Court removed 
Yingluck for nepotism 
along with nine Cabinet 
members in a case that 
many viewed as politically 
motivated. Protesters said 
her removal is not enough 
because she was replaced 
by an acting prime minister 
from the ruling party, Ni- 
wattumrong. 

Anti-government protesters 
say they are making their 
final push to oust the gov¬ 
ernment and install an un¬ 
elected prime minister and 
government. □ 



Leader of anti-government protesters Suthep Thaugsuban reacts as he is hugged by a supporter 
during a march in Bangkok, Thailand, Monday, May 19,2014. Thailand's political crisis deepened 
last week when the Constitutional Court removed Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra for nepotism 
along with nine Cabinet members in a case that many viewed as politically motivated. Protesters 
say Yingluck's removal is not enough, though. She was simply replaced by Niwattumrong, who 
was a deputy premier from the ruling party. 

(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit) 
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General’s revolt threatens 
to ignite new fight in Libya 

ESAM MOHAMED 
MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 

TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — A revolt by a renegade gen¬ 
eral against Islamists who dominate Libya’s politics 
threatened to spiral into an outright battle for power 
that could fragment the North African nation as the 
country's numerous armed militias on Monday start¬ 
ed to line up behind the rival camps. 

Gen. Khalifa Hitter, who lived for years in exile in the 
United States during the rule of autocrat Moammar 
Gadhafi, touts himself as a nationalist who is wag¬ 
ing a war against terrorism to save Libya from Islamic 
extremists. His loyalists and allies in the past days at¬ 
tacked Islamist militias in the eastern city of Benghazi 
and on Sunday stormed the Islamist-led parliament 
in Tripoli. 

Hitter’s opponents accuse him of seeking to grab 
power, acting on behalf of former regime figures in 
exile by orchestrating an Egyptian-style military over¬ 
throw of Islamists that would wreck already struggling 
attempts at democracy. 

Since Gadhafi’s ouster and death in a 2011 civil war, 
Libya has been in chaos. The central government 
has almost no authority. The military and police, shat¬ 
tered during the civil war, have never recovered and 
remain in disarray. Filling the void are hundreds of mi¬ 
litias around the country. Many of them are locally 
based, rooted in specific cities or neighborhoods. 
Others are based on ethnic allegiances. Others have 
embraced al-Qaida-inspired extremism. 

The country has held several elections, including ones 
that created a new parliament. But administrations 
have been paralyzed by the competition between 
Islamist parties and their rivals, each of which are 
backed by militias. Islamist lawmakers who dominate 
parliament removed the Western-backed prime min¬ 
ister earlier this year and named an Islamist-leaning 
figure Ahmed Maiteg to replace him in a vote their 
opponents say was illegal. 

In response to the parliament attack, the Islamist- 
leaning head of the legislature, Nouri Abu Sahmein, 
ordered militias backing his camp to deploy in Tripoli 
on Monday to resist what he called “the attempt to 
wreck the path of democracy and take power.” 

The pro-parliament militias are largely from Libya’s 
third largest city of Misrata, one of Islamists’ biggest 
constituencies. Footage posted online by Misrata 
forces showed hundreds of pickup trucks mounted 
with anti-aircraft guns, tanks and armored vehicles it 
said were ready to move into the capital. 

But backing for parliament appeared to be eroding, 
including within the interim government installed by 
lawmakers after the prime minister’s removal. 

The interim government, led by the defense minister, 
put forward a proposal for resolving the conflict. It 
said parliament should hold a new vote on a prime 
minister, pass a budget and then halt work to allow 
new parliament elections. Parliament’s mandate ex¬ 
pired earlier this year, and Islamists’ opponents have 
held protests demanding it be dissolved. 

Units of the weak military on Monday began splitting 
from their top generals to support Hitter. 

The commander of an elite army unit in Benghazi, 
the Special Forces, announced his support for Hitter 
and his National Libyan Army, as he has called his 
loyalists. The unit is the only real state force in Beng¬ 
hazi, Libya’s second largest city, where it has been 
fighting militants for monthsO 


Putin’s visit to China set to bolster ties 


V. ISACHENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Amid a 
bitter crisis in relations with 
the West over Ukraine, Rus¬ 
sia’s President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin is moving to bolster ties 
with China. 

Russia sees relations with 
China as a top priority and 
their ties now are the best 
ever, Putin said in an inter¬ 
view with the Chinese me¬ 
dia released by the Kremlin 
Monday, a day before his 
trip to Shanghai. 

He said that a deal on Rus¬ 
sian natural gas exports to 
China is close to be signed, 
adding that it would allow 
Russia to diversify its export 
routes and let China meet 
its growing demand for en¬ 
ergy. 

Russia, which sends the bulk 


of its gas exports to Europe, 
has sought to develop an 
alternative export link to 
China, but the two nations 
have been locked for years 
in difficult talks over price. 
Moscow sped up work 
on the contract amid the 
Ukrainian crisis, as the Unit¬ 
ed States and the Euro¬ 
pean Union have slapped 
travel bans and asset 
freezes on members of Pu¬ 
tin's entourage over Rus¬ 
sia's annexation of Crimea 
and threatened to impose 
even harsher sanctions that 
would target entire sectors 
of the Russian economy. 

“In the context of the turbu¬ 
lent global economy, the 
strengthening of mutually 
beneficial trade and eco¬ 
nomic ties, as well as the in¬ 
crease of investment flows 


between Russia and China, 
are of paramount impor¬ 
tance,” Putin said. 

The two countries devel¬ 
oped what they dub a 
“strategic partnership” 
after the 1991 Soviet col¬ 
lapse, including close politi¬ 
cal, economic and military 
ties in a shared aspiration 
to counter U.S. domination. 
Russia has supplied sophis¬ 
ticated weapons to China, 
and the neighbors have 
conducted joint military 
drills. But many in Russia 
have felt increasingly un¬ 
easy about their powerful 
neighbor, fearing that Rus¬ 
sia’s population decline 
and a relative weakness 
of its conventional forces 
compared to China’s mili¬ 
tary could one day tempt 
Beijing to grab land. Q 



People gather around a burnt bus and bags containing the remains of children who were killed 
when their bus caught fire in Fundacion, in northern Colombia, Sunday, May 18, 2014. Colombian 
authorities have detained the driver of the overcrowded bus that burned, killing 32 children, the 
local mayor said Monday. Luz Estella Duran, mayor of the village of Fundacion, said witness ac¬ 
counts suggest the driver may have left the vehicle running with the children on board when he 
descended from the bus to fill tank from a portable gas container. 

(AP Photo/Oscar Mejia, Hoy Diario del Magdalena) 


Colombia bus fire kills 33 children 


LIBARDO CARDONA 
CESAR GARCIA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Colombian authorities 
have detained a bus driver 
and are questioning him 
in the deaths of 33 chil¬ 
dren who were killed when 
the overcrowded vehicle 
bringing them home from 
Sunday school caught fire. 

Luz Estella Duran, mayor of 
the village of Fundacion 
where Sunday's tragedy 
took place, said witness ac¬ 


counts suggest the driver 
may have left the vehicle 
running with the children 
on board when he got out 
of the bus to fill its tank from 
a portable gas container. 
The death toll rose to 33 on 
Monday when a 7-year-old 
died in a hospital in the city 
of Barranquilla with burns 
on 92 percent of his body. 
Nineteen other victims 

are also hospitalized, with 
about half in delicate state. 
President Juan Manuel 

Santos interrupted a busy 
final stretch of campaign¬ 


ing ahead of May 25 elec¬ 
tions and traveled Sunday 
night to the town near the 
Caribbean coast to pay his 
respects to the mostly poor 
families of the victims. He 
called for a thorough in¬ 
vestigation to prevent such 
a senseless tragedy from 
ever occurring again and 
declared a national day of 
mourning. 

“Yesterday I saw the pain of 
the mothers and fathers,” 
Santos said in an interview 
Monday with Blu Radio in 
Bogota. Q 
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Enjoy the sunset and a fantastic Caribbean buffet 
dinner aboard our catamaran. The sail includes 
steel drum music and open bar. 


Tuesday from 5:30 to 8:00 pm 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


at odds, despite shared cause 


Anti-Europe parties 



Flamboyant Dutch populist Geert Wilders, center waving, is sur¬ 
rounded by bodyguards and police after presenting a attache 
case filled with fake Dutch Guilders banknotes, the currency 
before the Euro, at the headquarters of the Dutch National Bank, 
rear, as he kicks off his European election in Amsterdam, Neth¬ 
erlands. Wilders is campaigning on a platform forbidding any 
further transfer of power to Europe, scrapping the Euro and con¬ 
trol of immigration policy. 

(AP Photo/Peter Dejong) 


STEPHEN CASTLE 
© 2014 New York Times 
LONDON - Geert Wilders, 
the leader of the popu¬ 
list Freedom Party in the 
Netherlands, told cheer¬ 
ing supporters two months 
ago that he wanted fewer 
Moroccans in the coun¬ 
try. One of his party’s most 
prominent and charismatic 
figures, Laurence Stassen, 
a former television reporter 
and a member of the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament, promptly 
quit in protest. 

But rather than give up her 
re-election bid, Stassen sim¬ 
ply moved her campaign 
across the North Sea to 
Britain. Under the European 
Union’s rules, European citi¬ 
zens can generally run for 
the European Parliament 
from any member country, 
allowing her to seek a seat 
representing southeast 
England as a member of 
a small British party dedi¬ 
cated to the same cause 
that defined her politics at 
home: reining in the EU and 
stopping further integra¬ 
tion. 

On one level, her move 
is evidence of the broad. 


cross-border appeal of 
populist, nationalistic mes¬ 
sages after years of eco¬ 
nomic hardship across 
Europe and demands for 
budget austerity from its 
leaders. 

But Stassen’s move has 
also helped expose deep 
fissures in the anti-estab¬ 
lishment parties of Europe 
as they head into the final 
days of campaigning be¬ 
fore elections at the end 
of the week. Stassen was 
able to distance herself 
from Wilders, among the 
most high-profile of the far- 
right leaders in Europe, and 
also avoided associating 
herself with Nigel Farage, 
the leader of the U.K. In¬ 
dependence Party, known 
as UKIP, which has built a 
substantial following in Brit¬ 
ain with an anti-integration, 
anti-immigration message. 
The infighting among the 
contending anti-Europe 
parties could dilute their 
collective strength if, as 
polls suggest, they make 
big gains in the European 
Parliament when the votes 
are tallied on Sunday. 
Riding a tide of anti-estab¬ 


lishment sentiment, politi¬ 
cians seeking to rein in Brus¬ 
sels could finish first in seven 
EU countries, according 
to a report by the London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science. Rightist 
candidates could win in 
Belgium, Britain, Denmark, 
France, Finland and the 
Netherlands, while a leftist 
populist party may do the 
same in Greece, the report 
notes. 

“We are going to see eu¬ 
ro-skeptics selected from 
the right, the center, the 
left,” Farage predicted 
last month. “I don’t know 
what percentage, maybe 
25 percent, maybe a little 
more. European politics will 
look very different after the 
results.” 

There is little cohesion 
among the parties, which 


range from extreme-right 
groups like Greece's Gold¬ 
en Dawn, to Germany’s 
more academic Alterna¬ 
tive for Deutschland, which 
wants to abandon the 
euro, the alliance’s com¬ 
mon currency. 

Some nationalist parties 
seem to dislike each other 
as much as they do the Eu¬ 
ropean Union. 

Gawain Towler, a former 
spokesman for UKIP and 
now a candidate for the 
party in the elections, said 
that “on big ticket ques¬ 
tions of whether there will 
be further European in¬ 
tegration, votes will be 
aligned.” But he added: 
“Each patriotic party has 
their own reasons for being 
patriotic. A French patriot 
might not be madly keen 
on a British patriot so it is not 


surprising that there are dif¬ 
ferences of opinion.” 

Under the rules of the Eu¬ 
ropean Parliament, po¬ 
litical parties gain funding, 
speaking time and posi¬ 
tions on powerful commit¬ 
tees if they band together. 
To form a group, there must 
be at least 25 lawmakers 
from a minimum of seven 
EU countries. 

Britain’s UKIP is in such a 
group - the Europe of Free¬ 
dom and Democracy - but 
the Dutch Freedom Party 
and the French National 
Front, led by Marine Le Pen, 
are not. 

The last time the most far- 
right parties tried to form a 
group together in the Euro¬ 
pean Parliament, in 2007, it 
lasted a matter of months 
before collapsing amid 
recriminations. □ 
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EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 


* CRAPS 


* POKER 

. SLOT MACHINES 
BLACK JACK 

* RACE & SPORT ROOK * BINGO 


* ROULETTE TABLES 


Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
For more information give us a call (297) 586-7777 
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Former US officials urge easing embargo on Cuba 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — A group of 
former high-ranking U.S. of¬ 
ficials, business executives 
and academics called 


Monday for President 
Barack Obama to loosen 
the five-decade embargo 
on Cuba in order to stimu¬ 
late the flow of capital and 
expertise to the island’s na¬ 
scent class of independent 
entrepreneurs. 

The head of the U.S. Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, mean¬ 
while, announced that he 
would make his first trip to 
Cuba in 15 years to gauge 
how the growth of the pri¬ 
vate business sector could 
create opportunities for 
American corporations. 
Chamber head Thomas 
J. Donohue said he would 
meet with entrepreneurs 
and government officials 


PHILIPSBURG, St. Maarten 
(AP) — St. Maarten's prime 
minister expressed con¬ 
cerns over a recent spate 
of violent crime that has 
been making headlines in 
the tiny Dutch Caribbean 
country. 

Prime Minister Sarah 
Wescott-Williams said the 
worsening crime situation 


and speak to students at 
the University of Havana 
next week. 

He will be accompanied 
by executives from Alti- 
cor, the parent company 


of the Amway direct-sales 
business, and Cargill, the 
Minnesota-based agribusi¬ 
ness giant. 

“This trip will provide us with 
a first-hand look at chang¬ 
es in Cuba’s economic 
policies and whether or not 
they are affecting the abil¬ 
ity to do business there,” 
Donohue said. 

Advocates of greater en¬ 
gagement with Cuba 
say that U.S. public opin¬ 
ion increasingly supports 
weakening the embargo 
and have been pushing 
for Obama to open more 
channels to Cuba before 
he leaves office. 

The open letter, mean- 


has her “full attention" and 
her administration will do 
“all that is within its power” 
to ensure that residents are 
safe. 

A rise in violent incidents has 
caused concern among 
people on St. Maarten, a 
constituent country of the 
Netherlands that shares a 
small island with the French 


while, asks the president to 
take a series of executive 
actions, including allow¬ 
ing legal travel to Cuba 
by experts who can train 
Cuban business people 


in law, real estate and fi¬ 
nancial services. It also 
requests Obama to allow 
U.S. travelers easier access 
to money in Cuba, along 
with increasing Americans' 
ability to send money from 
the U.S. to support private 
businesses. 

It also asks Obama to au¬ 
thorize the sale of telecom¬ 
munications equipment to 
Cuba, including cell towers 
and satellite dishes, and 
allow telecommunica¬ 
tions company officials to 
conduct business travel to 
Cuba to sell their products. 
In 2009, Obama allowed 
Cuban-Americans to 
make unlimited trips to visit 


dependency of St. Martin. 
One case last week in¬ 
volved a 9-year-old girl who 
was attacked by a neigh¬ 
bor. He tied a rope around 
her neck and dragged her 
on the pavement while 
kicking her. The child was 
hospitalized with a serious 
eye injury. Police say the 
motive for the attack is 


relatives here. The George 
W. Bush administration had 
limited travel to Cuba to 
a trip every three years. In 
2011, Obama reinstated 
“people-to-people” trips, 


allowing U.S. citizens to 
travel legally to Cuba for 
educational tourism fo¬ 
cused on contact with or¬ 
dinary Cubans. 

President Raul Castro has 
legalized small-scale, pri¬ 
vate businesses in nearly 
200 fields since 2010, creat¬ 
ing a new class of roughly 
400,000 independent en¬ 
trepreneurs and their em¬ 
ployees. 

“Now more than ever the 
United States can help 
the Cuban people deter¬ 
mine their own destiny by 
building on the U.S. policy 
reforms that have already 
been started,” the letter 
reads. □ 


unclear. Wescott-Williams 
said issues of mental health 
and violent crime deserve 
more attention. 

“The limited data available 
to us suggest that there 
is a worrisome number of 
persons who have to cope 
with effects of poor or un¬ 
balanced mental health,” 
she said. □ 



Chile’s president 
sends education 
plan to Congress 

LUIS HENAO 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

Chile’s President Michelle 
Bachelet announced the 
first stage of her promised 
education reforms on Mon¬ 
day, proposing an end to 
state subsidies of for-profit 
schools — a step toward 
eventual free university 
education. Bachelet said 
she is answering the call 
of millions of students who 
have staged protests since 
2011 demanding deep 
changes in an educational 
system that fails them with 
poor-quality public schools 
and expensive private uni¬ 
versities. 

“We're taking the first step 
toward Chile's most signifi¬ 
cant education reform in 
50 years,” Bachelet said 
in announcing the reform 
package. 

“We're following through 
with what our students re¬ 
peatedly said: education is 
a right, not a privilege.” 

The bill heading to Con¬ 
gress on Tuesday would 
cut subsidies to for-profit 
schools and forbid gov¬ 
ernment-backed primary 
schools and kindergartens 
from rejecting students on 
the basis of tests or inter¬ 
views. 

Funds instead would go to 
lower or eliminate the fees 
parents pay at other in¬ 
stitutions. Still to come is a 
proposal that would make 
university education free, 
a measure that will be sent 
to Congress later this year. 
Critics say policies 
launched under the 1973- 
1990 dictatorship of Augus- 
to Pinochet foster social 
exclusion and inequality. 
Schools in Chile were free 
before Pinochet pushed 
privatization and ended 
central control and fund¬ 
ing of primary and second¬ 
ary schools. Public educa¬ 
tion in poorer districts suf¬ 
fered even as a voucher 
system directed billions of 
dollars in public funds to 
privately run high schools. 
Today, Chileans pay a 
greater share of their in¬ 
comes for education than 
any nation surveyed by 
the Organization for Eco¬ 
nomic Co-operation and 
DevelopmentO 



A man pushes a cart with empty soda bottles in front of a poster that reads in Spanish; “Embargo, the longest genocide of the histo¬ 
ry” in Havana, Cuba. A group of former high-ranking U.S. officials, business executives and academics called Monday for President 
Barack Obama to loosen the five-decade embargo on Cuba in order to stimulate the flow of capital and expertise to the island's 
nascent class of independent entrepreneurs. 

(AP Photo/Franklin Reyes) 


St Maarten leader calls violent crime a concern 






















Priceless Aruba 2014 celebrates a great partnership 
with the island of Aruba and its business community 



PALM BEACH - An el¬ 
egant reception at Win¬ 
dows on Aruba, Divi Links, 
marked the expansion of 
the Priceless Aruba pro¬ 
gram. Launched just sev¬ 
en months ago, with the 
active participation of 
about 40 of the island’s 
merchants, it has success¬ 
fully been delivering great 
offers and priceless experi¬ 
ences, here. 

Aruba has joined more 
than 100 other cities 
around the world, glitter¬ 
ing destinations such as 
the Bahamas, New York 
and London with exclusive 
offers. Opportunely, with 
the steady growth of the 
program, it may now be 
redeemed at as many as 
75 local businesses, such as 
activities, vacation rentals. 


car rentals, accommoda¬ 
tions, dining, and shop¬ 
ping. 

In order to redeem the ex¬ 
clusive offers from the se¬ 
lect group of merchants 
MasterCard holders are 
asked to present a de¬ 
tachable “Exclusive Offers 
Card” from a useful guide 
and map created and 
printed by MasterCard 
and available at all partici¬ 
pating merchants on the 
island. 

Go to facebook.com/ 
mastercardpricelessaruba, 
to find out more about the 
program, and obtain the 
list of participating mer¬ 
chants. 

To help re-launch the excit¬ 
ing program on the island 
and marking its consider¬ 
able growth Sebastian Bar- 



letta, Vice President, Territo¬ 
ry Head Eastern Caribbean 
and Lorena Holguin, Vice 
President Marketing, Carib¬ 
bean Marketing, came to 


Aruba to personally meet 
and greet participating 
merchants, participating 
bankers, partners from the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
including CEO Ronella Tjin 
Asjoe Croes and members 
of the local media. 

The reception at Windows 
On Aruba at Divi Links 
served bottomless cock¬ 
tails and butler-passed 


hors d’oeuvres, including 
lobster bisque, grilled ten¬ 
derloin, freshly caught fish 
topped off by Window on 
Aruba's sensational signa¬ 
ture dessert trio. The party 
was entertained by violinist 
Angela Flores and singer 
Amy Sorini. Pictured here 
some priceless Aruba mo¬ 
ments, at the 2014 Priceless 
Aruba event. □ 
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Rachel Hickman: 


Distinguished Visitor to Aruba makes history at Elms College 



ORANJESTAD/CHICOPEE, 

Ma - College of Our Lady 
of the Elms, better known 
simply as Elms College, is 
a small Catholic liberal arts 
college in Chicopee, Mass. 
It exists since 1928, but last 
week was the first time in its 


history that it graduated a 
class of criminal justice stu¬ 
dents. One of the history 
making students is Rachel 
Hickman, daughter of Ruth 
and Stephen Hickman 
(seen with Rachel in the 
photos), a resident of Lud¬ 


low, MA who a few years 
ago received the Distin¬ 
guished Visitor award from 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity for visiting Aruba ten 
consecutive years. Rachel 
had previously obtained 
her Associate Degree from 



nearby Holyoke Communi¬ 
ty College. Rachel worked 
part time during most of 
her years in college. 

The speaker at the Inaugu¬ 
ral Criminal Justice Senior 
Celebration was the Hon¬ 
orable Michael A. Pon- 
sor. Senior District Judge 
of the U.S. District Court 
of Massachusetts who has 
recently published his first 
novel titled “The Hanging 
Judge” while the speaker 


at the Commencement 
exercises was Sister Hel¬ 
en Prejean, probably the 
fiercest activist against the 
death penalty and author 
of the bestseller “Dead 
Man Walking: An Eyewit¬ 
ness Account of the Death 
Penalty in the United 
States.” 

Ms. Hickman does not 
have firm plans for the 
near future, but hopes to 
visit Aruba again soon.Q 


Herbeck Family 
honored at the 
Bucuti and Tara 
Beach Resort 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a very nice 
couple as Distinguished 
Visitors at the Bucuti and 
Tara Beach Resort. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for 10-to-19 consecutive 
years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Charles and Mrs. Mau¬ 
reen Herbeck from Apollo, 
Pennsylvania. Charles and 


Maureen have been visit¬ 
ing Aruba for 10 consecu¬ 
tive years, and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
weather, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, and being on Aruba 
and staying at the Bucuti is 
like being home for them, 
where the wonderful staff 
of the resort is like family 
to them. The certificates 
were presented by Mr. Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority to¬ 
gether with Mr. Doine rep¬ 
resenting the Bucuti and 
Tara Beach Resort. □ 
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Bugaloe Facebook Photo Contest: Like, Share, Vote & Win! 



PALM BEACH - Yesterday 
Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill, 
located at the Palm Pier 
between Riu and Radisson 
Hotel, started a Facebook 
Photo Contest. Bugaloe 
guests are known to be fun, 
amusing, cheerful and a lit¬ 
tle crazy at times, and we 
mean that in a good way! 
They are just like the Buga¬ 
loe crew. The fun interac¬ 
tion between guests and 
crew has be the subject of 
many, wait for it...Legend¬ 


ary photo’s, known to get 
more than a few laughs 
back home! Therefore, 
Bugaloe started this com¬ 
petition! Have you been 
to Bugaloe, and partied 
with one of the awesome 
live bands, or twisted and 
turned at the Salsa work¬ 
shop, or even pitched that 
high Whitney note at ka¬ 
raoke? We want to see it! 
‘Like’ Bugaloe's Facebook 
page Today, Share those 
pics, collect votes and you 



might be the winner! We 
are handing out a Free din¬ 
ner for 2 for the person with 
the most votes! So what are 
you waiting for? Go grab 
that slightly embarrass¬ 


ing pic and show it to the 
world! Just go here to see, 
vote or add photos: www. 
facebook.com/bugaloea- 
ruba and you might be the 
winner of a delicious and 


romantic dinner for 2! 

Want to know more about 
us, or this competition? 
Visit us here: www.buga- 
loe.com; www.facebook. 
com/bugaloearuba □ 
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Fun & Sun at the Pelican Pier on Palm Beach! 


PAL M BEACH - Pelican Ad¬ 
ventures Tours & Waters- 
ports & Pelican Nest Bar & 
Seafood Grill are all under 
one roof located at The 
Pelican Pier in Palm Beach. 
We offer Sailing & Snorkel- 
ing Cruises, Champagne 
Brunch Cruises, Sunset & 
Dinner Cruises, Holy Gua- 
camole Fiesta Cruise, Wet 
& Wild Jeep tour and our 
famous Beach & Cave 
tour, also a variety of wa- 
tersports such as wave run¬ 
ners, parasailing, tubing 
and much more. Our desks 


am. 

Our Captain’s Morgan Pier 
Bar offers a daily happy 



are located at Casa del 
Mar (pool deck), Playa Lin¬ 


da resort next to the juice 
bar. Holiday Inn Desk and 
at the Concierge & Peli¬ 
can Pier desk located be¬ 
tween Holiday Inn hotel & 
Playa Linda Resort. 

Pelican Nest Restaurant of¬ 
fers an impressive selection 
of fresh seafood (caught 
daily by our own fleet), In¬ 
ternational dishes and a re¬ 
laxing atmosphere. Open 
daily for dinner reservations 
call 297-586-2259 from 11 


hour from 4 till 6 pm. zeria del Mar that offers a 

Last but not least our Piz- variety of pizzas.Q 





Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 































NBA charges 

Sterling, sets 
up June 3 
hearing 

BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The NBA 

charged Donald Sterling 
on Monday with dam¬ 
aging the league and its 
teams with his racist com¬ 
ments, setting up a hearing 
planned for June 3 after 
which owners could vote 
to terminate his ownership 
of the Los Angeles Clippers. 
The league also said the 
banned owner has en¬ 
gaged in other conduct 
that has impaired its rela¬ 
tionship with fans and mer¬ 
chandising partners. 

“All of these acts provide 
grounds for termination 
under several provisions of 
the NBA constitution and 
related agreements," the 
league said in a statement. 
Sterling was banned for life 
and fined $2.5 million by 
Commissioner Adam Silver 
after the release of a re¬ 
cording in which he made 
racist remarks. He has until 
May 27 to respond to the 
charge, and the right to 
appear at the hearing and 
make a presentation in 
front of the board of gov¬ 
ernors. 

Minnesota Timberwolves 
owner Glen Taylor, the 
chairman of the board, will 
preside over the hearing, 
which is planned for two 
days before the start of the 
NBA Finals. If three-fourths 
of the owners vote to sus¬ 
tain the charge. Sterling will 
be forced to sell the team 
he has owned since 1981. 
Silver has said he is confi¬ 
dent he has the votes. 
Sterling told a female 
friend, V. Stiviano, not to 
bring blacks to Clipper 
games during their conver¬ 
sation that was recorded. 

Continued on Page 22 
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Woods: Surgery erased doubts, no date for return 



Golfer Tiger Woods speaks at a Quicken Loans National PGA tournament media day news con¬ 
ference at Congressional Country Club, Monday, May 19, 2014, in Bethesda, Md 

Associated Press 


JOSEPH WHITE 
AP Sports Writer 
BETHESDA, Maryland (AP) 

— Tiger Woods still doesn’t 
know when he’ll return. For 
a while, he didn’t know 
whether he would return at 
all. 

Woods said Monday his 
back injury became so de¬ 
bilitating this year it caused 
him to doubt his ability to 
play golf again. 

“Forget about playing 
golf at the highest level. I 
couldn’t get out of bed,” 
Woods said. “I was certain¬ 
ly doubtful at that point. 
What’s it going to feel like? 
Am I going to be pain free? 
Am I going to be able to 
actually do this again, 
where I can to get out of 
bed, and go out there and 
play with my kids and play 
golf? All those things were 
up in the air.” 

Woods said the doubt was 
erased after microdiscec¬ 
tomy surgery March 31. 
He said the procedure, 
which relieved pain from 
a pinched nerve, provided 
immediate relief, although 
he said there’s still “no 
timetable” for his return to 
golf — or even for taking 


a full swing. As of now, he 
remains limited to chipping 
and putting. 

“It’s not going not be up to 
me whether I play or not, 
it's going to be up to my 
docs,” Woods said. “Obvi¬ 
ously, I want to play now.” 
Speaking at Congressional 
Country Club in his role as 
host of next month’s Quick¬ 


en Loans National, Woods 
even joked that he wished 
he could join reporters on 
the course for their me¬ 
dia day rounds — “even 
though I don't like to play 
with you guys.” 

But he offered no hint that 
he might be anything more 
than an onlooker for the 
Quicken Loans tournament 


on June 26-29 — or at the 
U.S. Open at Pinehurst two 
weeks earlier. He’s already 
missed the Masters for the 
first time. 

To hear Woods, known for 
unyielding resolve, give 
voice to doubts is certainly 
unusual. But this injury is dif¬ 
ferent from those he has 
endured before. He said re¬ 


hab has been tedious and 
it’s a challenge simply not 
to join in when his children 
want to play sports. 

“I’ll tell you what,” he said, 
“I am damn good at video 
games.” 

When Woods does return, 
he’ll resume his pursuit of 
Jack Nicklaus' record of 18 
major victories. Woods, 38, 
sounded as if the surgery 
has given him a new lease 
to keep playing for a good 
while. 

“I would like to, as all ath¬ 
letes, go out on my own 
terms,” Woods said. 

“And ultimately I want to 
continue playing at an elite 
level as long as I deem I 
want to do it. For some 
guys it’s in their 60s and 70s, 
and other guys it’s in their 
40s and 50s. 

“But prior to the surgery, I 
didn’t think I would have 
much of a playing career 
if I felt like this. ... Now that 
I’ve had the procedure, 
I’m excited about what the 
prospects hold, and if I'm 
able to feel this way. I'm 
excited about my career. 
I’m able to do what I want 
to do for as long as I want 
to.”Q 



Alan Sherman, assistant trainer for Kentucky Derby and Preak- 
ness winner California Chrome, displays a nasal strip at Pimlico 
Race Course in Baltimore, Monday, May 19, 2014. 

Associated Press 


By RICK FREEMAN 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) - California 
Chrome can breathe easy 
- he’s allowed to wear a 
nasal strip when he goes 
for the Triple Crown in the 
Belmont Stakes. 

Belmont Park stewards 
cleared the horse Monday 
to use the strip that opens 
his nasal passages, just as 


he did in winning the Ken¬ 
tucky Derby and Preak- 
ness. 

New York tracks have a 
rule prohibiting any equip¬ 
ment not specifically ap¬ 
proved by stewards, and 
nasal strips were not on 
the list. A statement from 
the New York Racing As¬ 
sociation and the state's 
Gaming Commission said 


California Chrome cleared 
to wear nasal strip 


the track’s three stewards 
unanimously agreed to lift 
the ban. 

The strip worn by California 
Chrome during his six-race 
winning streak assists airflow 
through the nostrils - some¬ 
thing that should come in 
handy during the Belmont's 
grueling 1 1/2 miles on June 
7. ”1 think it opens up his air 
passage and gives him that 
little extra oomph that he 
needs, especially going a 
mile and a half," trainer Art 
Sherman said. "Any time 
you can have a good air 
passage that means a lot 
for these thoroughbreds.” 
Other states allow nasal 
strips while racing, and 
even some jockeys wear 
them, as do humans in oth¬ 
er sports. 

California Chrome is trying 
to become the 12th Triple 
Crown winner and the first 


since Affirmed in 1978. On 
Sunday, however, Sher¬ 
man raised the possibility 
his horse wouldn't run in the 
Belmont if barred from us¬ 
ing a nasal strip. 

"I’d have to leave it up to 
the owners," he said at the 
time. "I know they’ll be up¬ 
set." Two years ago, Doug 
O'Neill trained I’ll Have 
Another to victories in the 
Kentucky Derby and Preak- 
ness with the colt wearing 
a nasal strip. New York of¬ 
ficials told O’Neill his horse 
couldn't wear one in the 
Belmont. The issue became 
moot when I’ll Have Anoth¬ 
er was scratched the day 
before the race because 
of a leg injury. 

This Belmont Stakes is 
shaping up as a possible 
11-horse race, including 
two newcomers to the 
Triple Crown trail: Commis¬ 


sioner, sixth in the Arkansas 
Derby: and Tonalist, the Pe¬ 
ter Pan Stakes winner. 
Other probables include 
the second- through fifth- 
place finishers in the Ken¬ 
tucky Derby: Command¬ 
ing Curve, Danza, Wicked 
Strong and Samraat. In¬ 
tense Holiday, 12th in the 
Derby, is on the list. 

Three Preakness runners 
could return: Ride On Cur- 
lin (second). Social Inclu¬ 
sion (third) and Kid Cruz 
(eighth).□ 
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Braves rally past Cardinals for 6-5 victory 



Atlanta Braves’ Ryan Doumit, left, scores on a wild pitch by St. Louis Cardinals relief pitcher 
Carlos Martinez, right, as Martinez covers home during the ninth inning of a baseball game 
Sunday, May 18, 2014, in St. Louis. Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Ryan Dou¬ 
mit scored off a wild pitch 
as the Atlanta Braves got 
two runs in the ninth inning 
to rally past the St. Louis 
Cardinals on Sunday. 
Freddie Freeman started 
a ninth-inning rally with a 
leadoff single off St. Louis 
closer Trevor Rosenthal (0- 
2 ). 

With two outs, Freeman 
went to third on pinch-hit¬ 
ter Ryan Doumit's double 
to right. Rosenthal inten¬ 
tionally walked pinch hit¬ 
ter Evan Gattis to load the 
bases and then walked 
Jordan Schafer to force in 
the tying run. 

Carlos Martinez relieved 
Rosenthal and had a wild 
pitch while facing Ramiro 
Pena that scored Doumit 
to make it 6-5. 

Dan Carpenter (3-0) 
pitched 1 1-3 innings of 
scoreless relief for the win. 
Craig Kimbrel pitched a 
scoreless bottom of the 
ninth for his 11th save in 13 
chances. The save was the 
150th of Kimbrel’s career. 
Cardinals starter Jaime 
Garcia pitched seven in¬ 
nings, allowing four runs on 
five hits with five strikeouts 
in his first start since 2013 
shoulder surgery. 

GIANTS 4, MARLINS 1 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Pablo Sandoval homered 
for the first time in more 
than a month and Ryan 
Vogelsong won for just the 
second time in nine starts 
as San Francisco salvaged 
a split of the four-game se¬ 
ries. 

Buster Posey returned from 
a day off to hit a sacrifice 
fly, while Tyler Colvin and 
Brandon Flicks each hit RBI 
singles in a stretch of four 
straight base hits with two 
outs in the first against Ja¬ 
cob Turner. 

Staked to an early lead, 
Vogelsong (2-2) struck out 
six in seven innings as the 
Giants concluded a sea¬ 
son-long stretch with 17 
games in as many days. 
San Francisco avoided its 
first three-game home los¬ 
ing streak. 

Turner (0-2) is still searching 
for his first road win, falling 
to 0-11 in 18 career road 
starts. 

CUBS 4, BREWERS 2 
CHICAGO (AP) — Travis 
Wood pitched two-hit ball 
for seven innings as Chi¬ 
cago got home runs from 
Welington Castillo and 
Mike Olt. 

Wood (4-4) allowed two 
runs and struck out seven 
for the Cubs, who took two 
of three from the NL Cen¬ 


tral leaders to win a series 
for the second time this 
season. The left-hander 
walked three, all in the first 
inning. 

Hector Rondon earned his 
fifth save in five chances 
after allowing a leadoff 
double to Ryan Braun in the 
ninth for Milwaukee’s third 
hit. The Brewers, who be¬ 
gan the day with the NL’s 
best record, have scored 
11 runs in five games. 
Marco Estrada (3-2) gave 
up four runs and seven hits 


— five doubles and two 
homers — in five innings. 
In nine games this season, 
Estrada has served up 12 
home runs, second-most in 
the majors. 

ROCKIES 8, PADRES 6, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

DENVER (AP) — Justin Mor- 
neau hit a two-run homer 
in the 10th inning as Colo¬ 
rado turned the third triple 
play in team history in its 
win over San Diego. 

After Carlos Gonzalez sin¬ 
gled earlier in the inning. 


Morneau lined a 3-2 fast¬ 
ball from Dale Thayer (2-2) 
to straightaway center. He 
was mobbed at home by 
his teammates. 

It was the second walkoff 
homer for Colorado this 
season. 

Nick Masset (1-0) pitched 
a perfect 10th for his first 
win with Colorado. LaTroy 
Hawkins blew his first save 
of the season in the ninth 
as he surrendered a tying 
two-run homer to Everth 
Cabrera. □ 


Salas wins at Kingsmill; 
first LPGA victory 



Lizette Salas watches her tee shot not eh fifth hole during the 
final round of the Kingsmill Championship golf tournament at 
the Kingsmill resort in Williamsburg, Va., Sunday, May 18, 2014. 
Salas birdied the par-3 hole. Associated Press 


HANKKURZ Jr. 

AP Sports Writer 
WILLIAMSBURG, Virginia 
(AP) — Lizette Salas won 
the Kingsmill Champion¬ 
ship on Sunday for her first 
LPGA Tour title, finishing 
with an even-par 71 for a 
four-stroke victory. 

Salas was never really 
challenged in the final 
round on the River Course. 
She started the day with a 
three-shot lead and dou¬ 
bled it with birdies on the 
par-5 third and par-3 fifth. 
A bogey 5 on No. 8 was 
her only hiccup — and 
only her third bogey in four 
rounds — until she three- 
putted the par-3 17th. 

She finished at 13-under 


271 and earned $195,000. 
Salas, who has had sev¬ 
eral near misses, cupped 
her head in her hands and 
covered her face in cele¬ 
bration after the final putt 
fell, but her winning mo¬ 
ment was quickly interrupt¬ 
ed by a champagne, wa¬ 
ter and wine shower from 
fellow competitors. 

“I was patient, I was hap¬ 
py, and I was ready most 
importantly,” she said on 
the green. “I took a differ¬ 
ent approach this week of 
not thinking so much and 
trying to be perfect." 

This year, Salas tied for 
third in the season-opening 
event in the Bahamas and 
shared the lead after three 


rounds in the Kia Classic in 
California, but Anna Nor- 
dqvist closed with a 5-un- 
der 67 to win by one. 

Last year, playing along¬ 
side winner Inbee Park in 
the final group of the Kraft 
Nabisco, Salas shot 79 to 
tie for 25th. Two weeks 
later, Salas lost a playoff 
to Suzann Pettersen in the 
LPGA LOTTE in Hawaii. Sa¬ 
las chunked her approach 
into the water on the first 
extra hole after closing 
with a tournament-record 
62. Yani Tseng, seeking her 
first victory since 2012, got 
within three with three bird¬ 
ies in a four-hole stretch 
on the back nine, but she 
finished with two pars and 


a double bogey for a 69, 
expanding Salas’ lead to 
five shots. Tseng tied for 


second with Kraft Nabisco 
winner Lexi Thompson and 
Sarah Jane Smith. □ 
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AL Capsules 

Pujols hits 2 homers to help Angels beat Rays 6-2 



Los Angeles Angels’ Albert Pujols, back, celebrates after a one- 
run home run as Tampa Bay Rays catcher Jose Molina, front, 
looks on during the first inning of a baseball game, Sunday, May 
18, 2014, in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
ANAHEIM, California (AP) 

— Albert Pujols hit a pair of 
solo home runs against Da¬ 
vid Price, and Matt Shoe¬ 
maker took a shutout into 
the seventh inning to lead 
the Los Angeles Angels 
over the Tampa Bay Rays 
6-2 Sunday. 

Pujols drove an 0-2 pitch 
over the center-field fence 
in the first inning. The three¬ 
time NL MVP increased the 
Angels’ advantage to 6-2 
in the seventh with his 12th 
homer this season and the 
504th of his career, tying Ed¬ 
die Murray for 25th place. 
Price became the 319th 
pitcher Pujols has homered 
off during the regular sea¬ 
son. Shoemaker (2-1) was 
charged with a run and 
two hits in six-plus innings. 
He struck out six, five days 
after earning his first major 
league win with a 4-3 vic¬ 
tory at Philadelphia. 

Price (4-4) gave up six runs 

— five earned — and 11 
hits in 6 2-3 innings with sev¬ 
en strikeouts and no walks. 
Kevin Kiermaier hit his first 
big league homer for the 
Rays. 

TIGERS 6, RED SOX 2 
BOSTON (AP) — Victor Mar¬ 
tinez hit a two-run homer 
and Torii Hunter added a 
solo shot as the Detroit Ti¬ 
gers won their 11 th straight 
road game to complete a 


three-game sweep of Bos¬ 
ton. 

It was the sixth consecutive 
win and 15th in 18 games 
for the Tigers, who have the 
majors' best record at 27- 


12 . 

Ian Kinsler got four hits, and 
Miguel Cabrera had three 
hits and two RBIs as Detroit 
dominated the first match¬ 
up between the teams 


since losing last season’s 
AL championship series to 
the eventual World Series 
champion Red Sox. 

It was the first time the Red 
Sox were swept at home by 
the Tigers since losing four 
games in June 1983. 

Anibal Sanchez (1-2) came 
off the disabled list and 
went five innings for the 
win. 

Jake Peavy (1-2) gave up 
five runs and 11 hits in six in¬ 
nings. 

ROYALS 8, ORIOLES 6 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 
— Alex Gordon went 4 for 
4 with a pair of three-run 
homers and a career-high 
six RBIs as Kansas City beat 
Baltimore. 

Gordon connected off Ub- 
aldo Jimenez (2-5) with two 
outs in the fifth inning. Gor¬ 
don, who led the Royals 
with 20 home runs last year, 
had gone 134 at-bats with¬ 
out one. 

He homered again in his 
next at-bat, a three-run 
shot off left-hander Troy 
Patton in the seventh after 
Eric Hosmer walked and 
Billy Butler doubled for his 
third hit. 

Adam Jones hit a three-run 
homer off Royals reliever 
Aaron Crow in the ninth. It 
was the first runs Crow al¬ 
lowed in 20 relief appear¬ 
ances and 17 innings. 

Greg Holland got two outs 


for his 12th save. 

James Shields (6-3) picked 
up his fifth win in six starts, 
holding the Orioles to three 
runs over seven innings. 
ATHLETICS 13, INDIANS 3 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Yoe- 
nis Cespedes drove in a 
career-high five runs and 
Brandon Moss had three 
RBIs as Oakland completed 
a three-game sweep with 
a win over slumping Cleve¬ 
land. 

The Athletics, who have 
won nine of 10, outscored 
the Indians 30-6 in the se¬ 
ries. Oakland saved its best 
for the final game, pound¬ 
ing out 12 hits and drawing 
nine walks. Cespedes' two- 
run double was the key hit 
in a four-run fifth. He also 
drove in two runs with an¬ 
other double in the eighth. 
Moss was 3 for 3 with two 
walks and scored four 
runs. Josh Donaldson, who 
drove in seven runs in the 
series, had an RBI single 
and scored four times. 

Jesse Chavez (4-1) gave 
up solo homers to Michael 
Bourn and Michael Brant¬ 
ley, accounting for both 
runs the right-hander al¬ 
lowed in five innings. 
Cleveland has dropped 
four straight and six of 
eight. Justin Masterson (2-3) 
allowed seven runs, seven 
hits and five walks in 4 1-3 
innings. □ 


Hosszu wins again in 
Charlotte Grand Prix 



Katina Hosszu, of Hungary, right, catches her breath after beat¬ 
ing Allison Schmitt, background, to win the 200-meter freestyle 
at the Grand Prix swim meet in Charlotte, N.C., Friday, May 16, 
2014. 

Associated Press 


BILL KISER 
Associated Press 
CHARLOTTE, North Caro¬ 
lina (AP) — Katinka Hosszu 
of Hungary added to her 
medal count on the final 


day of the Charlotte Grand 
Prix, winning the women’s 
200-meter individual med¬ 
ley and 200 backstroke 
Sunday. 

Hosszu, the 2013 200 indi¬ 


vidual medley world cham¬ 
pion, easily won that event 
in 2 minutes, 10.80 seconds, 
more than 2% seconds 
ahead of U.S. teenager 
Kathleen Baker. 

The 25-year-old Hosszu 
had a closer win in the 200 
backstroke, with her time 
of 2:10.12 — more than 1 % 
seconds better than Me¬ 
gan Romano of the United 
States. 

Hosszu finished the four-day 
Grand Prix with six wins in 
seven events. She won the 
women’s 200 freestyle and 
400 individual medley Fri¬ 


day, and the 200 butterfly 
and 100 backstroke Satur¬ 
day. 

“I’m focusing on the 400 IM 
... and these events help 
each other,” Hosszu said. 
“If I can get better in the 
200 freestyle or 400 free¬ 
style, then I can finish the 
400 IM better.” 

“Another thing is I love to 
race. For me, it's fun to get 
up there and try to do my 
best. Of course, I’m not go¬ 
ing to be able to always 
win, but I’m going to try.” 
Also Sunday, Denmark’s 
Lotte Friis took the women’s 


800 freestyle, Brazil's Thia- 
go Pereirat won the men’s 
200 individual medley, Rus¬ 
sia’s Arkady Vyatchanin 
the men’s 200 backstroke, 
Allison Schmitt of the U.S. 
the women’s 100 freestyle, 
America’s Anthony Er¬ 
vin and France's Yannick 
Agnel tied in the men’s 100 
freestyle, and Connor Jae¬ 
ger of the U.S. the men’s 
1,500 freestyle. 

While Michael Phelps at¬ 
tracted most of the at¬ 
tention, Hosszu turned in 
the meet’s best overall 
performanceO 














SPORTSIff, 20 MAY 2014 


SPECIAL PRICES ON 

* BALASHI 

* BALASHI CHILL 

* MOJITO 



Carpenter wins Indy 500 pole for 2nd straight year 



Ed Carpenter displays the PI award flag after winning the pole during qualifications for the 
Indianapolis 500 IndyCar auto race at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indianapolis, Sunday, 
May 18, 2014. 

Associated Press 


DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Lo¬ 
cal driver Ed Carpenter has 
made himself at home on 
the Indianapolis 500 pole. 
The last of nine qualifiers to 
take the track, Carpenter 
bumped James Hinchcliffe 
from the top spot, post¬ 
ing a four-lap average of 
231.067 mph to win the 
500 pole for the second 
straight year. 

“I felt that it was harder,” 
Carpenter said. “It was 
just a different position be¬ 
cause when I made my run 
last year, we didn’t really 
have anything to lose. This 
year, being the last guy to 
go out, I think there was a 
little bit of pressure to not 
mess it up.” 

He didn't mess it up, not at 
all. 

Carpenter's No. 20 Chev¬ 
rolet was the car to beat all 
weekend, and the home¬ 
town favorite showed no 
signs of rust in his first Indy- 
Car Series race of the sea¬ 
son. He owns Ed Carpen¬ 
ter Racing and decided 
in November to run only 
on ovals, where he excels. 
He turned his car over to 
Mike Conway on road and 
street courses, and skipped 
the first four races of the 
season. 

He knew he had the pole 
secured when he nailed 
the final two corners on the 
last lap. 

“I could really just kind of 
enjoy it knowing that we 
were going to be on the 
pole for the second year,” 
he said. 

Hinchcliffe will start second 
after sustaining a concus¬ 
sion last weekend in the 
Grand Prix of Indianapolis. 
Will Power will join fhem on 
fhe front row. 

Three-time Indy 500 cham¬ 
pion Helio Castroneves 
was fourth followed by Si¬ 
mon Pagenaud and Mar¬ 
co Andretti. Carlos Munoz, 


Josef Newgarden and J.R. 
Hildebrand will be on the 
third row. 

Carpenter, the stepson of 
former speedway execu¬ 
tive Tony George, was 10th 
in last year’s Indy 500. He is 
11th driver to earn consec¬ 
utive 500 poles and the first 
since Castroneves in 2009- 
10 . 

“It's all about the race," 
the 33-year-old Carpenter 
said. “Hopefully, we can 
close the deal this year." 

As a single-car team last 
year. Carpenter was un¬ 
able to get help on data 
and much-needed setup 
information. He didn’t want 
a repeat this May, so he 
hired Hildebrand to drive 
a second car at Indy for 
Ed Carpenter Racing. Hil¬ 
debrand nearly won the 


Indy 500 as a rookie in 2011, 
but he crashed exiting the 
final turn and was passed 
for the win by the late Dan 
Wheldon. 

“I wish we could have got 
him up on the front row 
with us, but the shootout's 
tough,” Carpenter said. 
“The conditions were hard 
today, but having him go 
first today also helped me 
because we were able to 
make an adjustment." 
Carpenter thrived in the 
first year of a new Indy 500 
qualifying format. He post¬ 
ed the top qualifying speed 
Saturday when the fastest 
nine drivers advanced to 
Sunday’s shootout for the 
pole. 

Juan Pablo Montoya had 
the fastest four-lap aver¬ 
age (231.007 mph) among 


drivers ineligible fo win the 
Indianapolis 500 pole and 
will start 10th. 

“We have a pretty quick 
car,” Montoya, the 2000 
winner, said. “Hopefully, my 
guys can learn something 
for the Fast Nine. I think that 
will put us in a good spot to 
start the race." 

Montoya was followed by 
reigning series champion 
Scott Dixon and former 
NASCAR champion Kurt 
Busch. 

Busch is set to race 1,100 
miles in the Indianapolis 500 
and the Coca-Cola 600 on 
May 25. Busch raced in 
NASCAR's All-Star race the 
night before and flew back 
from Concord, North Caro¬ 
lina, on Sunday morning. 
Busch was humbled when 
he said he'd never be able 


to duplicate a weekend 
like this one — “except for 
maybe next week." 
Defending 500 champion 
Tony Kanaan will sfarf 16fh. 
Hinchcliffe appeared fo 
have no problems in the 
car days after he was 
cleared to return for his 
concussion. He paced as 
he watched Carpenter 
make his final run, then his 
chance at the pole end 
when Carpenter found 
more speed on his final lap. 
He was injured last week¬ 
end in Saturday's Grand 
Prix when debris from Justin 
Wilson's car flew into the 
cockpit, striking Hinchcliffe 
in the head. He was taken 
away from the track on a 
stretcher, transported to 
a hospital and diagnosed 
with a concussion. 

The 27-year old Canadian 
was cleared to drive Thurs¬ 
day, and took the wheel 
back from pinch-driver E.J. 
Viso. 

“I had to kind of pretend 
that I had been here all 
month and take the feed¬ 
back my teammates had 
given me at face value,” 
Hinchcliffe said. “I knew 
what to expect from the 
car and that was a huge 
part of it." 

For the first time, IndyCar 
awarded points based 
on qualifying runs. The 
top qualifier on Saturday 
earned 33 points, second 
place got 32 and so on, all 
the way to one point for 
the 33rd-place entrant. 

The pole winner earned 
another nine points Sun¬ 
day, decreasing to one 
point for the ninth-place 
starter. 

Carpenter, a Butler Univer¬ 
sity alum, is an avid Indiana 
Pacers fan and couldn’t 
wait to watch them play 
the Miami Heat in the play¬ 
offs. 

“Racers and Pacers right 
now,” he said. “So go Pac¬ 
ers, beat the HeatJ'O 
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Maya Moore leads Lynx past Sun, 90-87 in OT 



Minnesota Lynx forward Maya Moore (23) looks to shoot the 
ball against Connecticut Sun forward Alyssa Thomas (25) in the 
first half of an WNBA basketball game, Sunday, May 18, 2014, in 
Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Maya 
Moore scored 33 points, 
and Seimone Augustus lev¬ 
eled it with 2.3 seconds left 
in regulation in the Minne¬ 
sota Lynx's 90-87 overtime 
victory over the Connecti¬ 
cut Sun on Sunday. WNBA 
Capsules 

Lindsay Whalen scored 
Minnesota’s last eight 
points to help the defend¬ 
ing champion Lynx im¬ 
prove to 2-0. They opened 
the season Friday night with 
a victory in Washington. 
Rookie Chiney Ogwumike 


led Connecticut (0-2) with 
25 points. The Sun led by 
16 points in the third quar¬ 
ter before Moore keyed a 
furious rally. Katie Douglas 
added 13 points for Con¬ 
necticut. 

Augustus finished with 18 
points, and Whalen had 17 
after being held to seven in 
regulation. 

The Lynx had 24 turnovers. 
MERCURY 74, SPARKS 69 
Diana Taurasi scored 23 
points, including the go- 
ahead runner in the final 
minute, as Phoenix beat 


Los Angeles to spoil the 
Sparks’ home opener. 
Taurasi added six rebounds, 
six assists and three steals 
as the Mercury (2-0) out- 
scored the Sparks (1-1) 9-2 
over the final 46 seconds 
for the come-from-behind 
victory. 

DeWanna Bonner had 16 
points and 11 rebounds, 
and Brittney Griner finished 
with 13 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for Phoenix. Can¬ 
dace Parker had 23 points 
and 11 rebounds for Los 
AngelesO 


US seeking 1st WCup goal from a forward since 2002 


WADA adds 
Xenon to list of 
banned substances 


RONALD BLUM, AP Sports 
Writer 

STANFORD, California (AP) 

— It’s been 12 years since 
a U.S. forward scored in a 
World Cup. 

Brian McBride’s goal 
against Mexico during a 
2002 second-round match 
in South Korea helped the 
Americans advance to the 
quarterfinals in fheir best 
showing since 1930. The U.S. 
has eight goals in the two 
World Cups since then, sev¬ 
en by midfielders London 
Donovan, Clinf Dempsey 
and Michael Bradley, plus 
an own-goal against Italy. 

“I didn’t realize that,” 
Chris Wondolowski, who 
is among the forwards vy- 


Sterling specifically men¬ 
tioned Magic Johnson, 
then criticized the NBA Hall 
of Famer again as a poor 
model during a recent in¬ 
terview with CNN. 

“Among other things, Mr. 
Sterling disparaged Afri¬ 
can-Americans and ‘mi¬ 
norities’; directed a female 
acquaintance not to as¬ 
sociate publicly with Afri¬ 
can-Americans or to bring 
African-Americans to Clip¬ 
pers games; and criticized 
African-Americans for not 
supporting their communi¬ 
ties,” the NBA said. 

The league also charged 
Sterling with issuing a false 
and misleading press state- 


ing for a spot in the squad, 
said before a training ses¬ 
sion Sunday. “If a forward 
scores, we’ll be happy. If a 
defender scores a hat trick, 
we’ll be just as happy.” 

As the Americans prepare 
for next month’s tourna¬ 
ment in Brazil, pressure for 
goals will be on Jozy Alti- 
dore and Dempsey. 
Altidore has 21 goals for the 
U.S. and last summer be¬ 
came the first American to 
score in five straight inter¬ 
national matches. But he 
struggled in his first season 
with Sunderland in the Pre¬ 
mier League, getting just 
two goals in 38 games. 

It mirrored his slump four 
years ago, when he had 


ment about the matter. 
Article 13 of the NBA’s con¬ 
stitution, which deals with 
termination of ownership, 
states that one of fhe con¬ 
ditions is if an owner fails 
or refuses "to fulfill ifs con¬ 
tractual obligations to the 
Association, its members, 
players, or any other third 
party in such a way as to 
affect the Association or its 
members adversely.” 

A number of sponsors sus¬ 
pended their deals with 
the Clippers in the wake of 
Sterling’s remarks, poten¬ 
tially hurting league rev¬ 
enues, and players have 
said they would consider a 
boycott next season. 


only two goals in 30 match¬ 
es during a one-season 
loan to Hull. He started all 
four matches for the U.S. at 
the 2010 World Cup, at age 
20. In 2011 -12, he scored 20 
goals for AZ Alkmaar in the 
Netherlands and added 31 
the following season, set¬ 
ting a record for an Ameri¬ 
can with a European club. 
That earned him a big- 
money transfer to the Pre¬ 
mier League. And then 
came another drought. 
“We have guys in abun¬ 
dance that can get the job 
done,” he said. “I think we’ll 
be fine. The most important 
thing we have to get ready 
for is to be able to be a 
team that’s hard to beat. □ 


“Mr. Sterling’s actions and 
positions significantly un¬ 
dermine the NBA's efforts 
to promote diversity and in¬ 
clusion; damage the NBA's 
relationship with its fans; 


MONTREAL (AP) — The 

World Anti-Doping Agency 
has added xenon gas to its 
list of banned substances 
after claims it can be used 
by athletes to help boost 
performance. 

Scientific studies suggest 
that the gas artificially 
increases the levels of 
erythropoietin (EPO) in the 
blood, which is forbidden 
under WADA’s rules. 

In a statement Sunday, 
WADA said its executive 


harm NBA owners, players 
and Clippers team person¬ 
nel; and impair the NBA's 
relationship with marketing 
and merchandising part¬ 
ners, as well as with gov- 


committee approved the 
modification of its 2014 pro¬ 
hibited list to include xenon 
and the change should 
come into effect after a 
three-month notice period. 
The WADA board also 
urged Spanish authorities 
to conclude the case of 
Operafion Puerto as pos¬ 
sible, saying the “lack of 
progress in the case was 
sending the wrong mes¬ 
sage to clean athletes right 
across the world’O 

ernment and community 
leaders,” the league said. 

If Sterling does not respond 
to the charge within five 
business days, or appear 
at the hearing, it would 
be deemed an admission 
of the “total validity of the 
charges as presented,” ac¬ 
cording to the constitution. 
But even the players who 
want him out believe Ster¬ 
ling will fight, and his at¬ 
torney sent a letter to the 
league last week informing 
it that Sterling wouldn’t be 
paying the fine. 

His estranged wife. Shelly, 
has said she will fight to 
keep her 50 percent share 
of the team even if Don¬ 
ald Sterling is forced to sell, 
but the league said in its 
statement that “all owner¬ 
ship interests in the Clippers 
will be terminated” if the 
charge is upheld.Q 
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AMC network to 
premiere new 
show on Tumblr 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

AMC television network 
says it is using the social 
media site Tumblr to pre¬ 
miere its new series about 
the early days of personal 
computing. 

The series, "Halt and Catch 
Fire,” began as a sneak 
preview Monday on Tum¬ 
blr. It will air the first time on 
AMC on June 1. The series 
is set in the early 1980s. It 
follows three people who 


team up to try and build a 
computer that will change 
the future. 

In recent weeks, AMC has 
been holding screenings 
of the new show at tech¬ 
nology companies, includ¬ 
ing Apple, Twitter, Google, 
DropBox and, on Monday, 
Tumblr. 

The series will run for 10 
weeks on AMC, the net¬ 
work home of “The Walk¬ 
ing Dead.”Q 


LARRY NEUMEISTER 
TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — More 
than a half-million comput¬ 
ers in over 100 countries 
were infected by sophis¬ 
ticated malware that lets 
cybercriminals remotely 
hijack a computer and 
its webcam, authorities 
said as charges were an¬ 
nounced Monday against 
nearly 100 people world¬ 
wide. 

Authorities said 97 people 
suspected of using or dis¬ 
tributing the malicious soft¬ 
ware called BlackShades 
have been arrested in 
16 countries, including 
the software's owner, a 
24-year-old Swedish man. 
“This case is a strong re¬ 
minder that no one is safe 
while using the Internet,” 
said Koen Hermans, a 
Netherlands official in Euro- 
just, the European Union's 
criminal investigation co¬ 
ordination unit. “It should 
serve as a warning and de¬ 
terrent to those involved in 
the manufacture and use 
of this software.” 

U.S. Attorney Preet Bha- 
rara called BlackShades 
a “frightening form of cy¬ 
bercrime,” saying a cyber¬ 
criminal could buy a $40 
malicious program whose 


capabilities were “sophisti¬ 
cated and its invasiveness 
breathtaking.” FBI Agent 
Leo Taddeo said people 
suspecting they are Black¬ 
Shades victims should visit 
FBI.gov to learn how to 
check computers. 
Authorities said the Black¬ 
Shades Remote Access 
Tool or “RAT” has been 
sold since 2010 to several 
thousand users, gener¬ 
ating sales of more than 
$350,000. The agency said 
one of the program's co¬ 
creators is cooperating 
and had provided exten¬ 
sive information. 
BlackShades owner, Alex 
Yucel, arrested in Moldova 
last November, is facing 
extradition to the United 
States. Michael Hogue, 23, 
of Maricopa, Arizona — 
the program’s co-creator 
— had pleaded guilty in 
New York after his June 
2012 arrest and is cooper¬ 
ating, Bharara said. 

The malware lets hackers 
steal personal information, 
intercept keystrokes and 
hijack webcams to secret¬ 
ly record computer users. 
BlackShades also can be 
used to encrypt and lock 
computer data files, forc¬ 
ing people to pay a ran¬ 
som to regain access. 

The hacking tool's low cost 


has boosted its popular¬ 
ity across the hacker un¬ 
derground, where vari¬ 
ants have long circulated 
online. Last year, security 
firm Symantec said use of 
BlackShades was rising, 
with program licenses cost¬ 
ing $40 to $100. 

French officials said raids 
last week followed the FBI’s 
arrest of two BlackShades 
developers and its distri¬ 
bution of a list of the mal¬ 
ware’s customers. 

Law enforcement coordi¬ 
nation agencies Europol 
and Eurojust, based in The 
Hague, Netherlands, said 
Monday that police in 13 
European countries — Aus¬ 
tria, Belgium, Britain, Croa¬ 
tia, Denmark, Estonia, Fin¬ 
land, France, Germany, 
Italy, Moldova, the Nether¬ 
lands and Switzerland — as 
well as in the United States, 
Canada and Chile raided 
359 properties and seized 
cash, firearms, drugs and 
more than 1,000 data stor¬ 
age devices. 

In Paris, the state prosecu¬ 
tor’s office said more than 
two dozen people were 
arrested during May 13 
raids. It said those arrested 
were identified by the FBI 
as French “citizens who 
had acquired or used this 
software. "□ 
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Google buys 
corporate 
mobile-device 
manager 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

— Google has bought 
Divide, a startup that 
helps companies man¬ 
age the mobile devices 
that employees are in¬ 
creasingly relying upon 
to get their work done. 
Financial terms of the 
acquisition announced 
Monday were not dis¬ 
closed. The deal is part 
of Google's effort to 
widen corporate us¬ 
age of smartphones 
and tablets running on 
its mobile operating sys¬ 
tem, Android. 

Google is counting on 
Divide's technology 
to make companies 
feel more comfortable 
about allowing their 
employees to use An¬ 
droid devices for busi¬ 
ness email and other 
on-the-job tasks involv¬ 
ing sensitive informa¬ 
tion. 

More than 1 billion de¬ 
vices worldwide al¬ 
ready are powered by 
Android, making it the 
world’s leading mobile 
operating system. Di¬ 
vide also offers an app 
for Apple Inc.'s iPhones. 


FBI: BlackShades infected 
half-million computers 



Preet Bharara, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York, discusses arrests in the malware 
BlackShades Remote Access Too, during a news conference in New York, Monday, May 19, 
2014. Associated Press 


Although Divide is join¬ 
ing Android, the com¬ 
pany reassured existing 
iPhone customers that 
their device-manage¬ 
ment tools will continue 
to work. 

Divide, originally known 
as Enterproid, was 
founded four years 
ago by former Mor¬ 
gan Stanley executives 
who believed that the 
growing popularity of 
smartphones and tab¬ 
lets would drive more 
corporate demand for 
device-management 
tools. 

The New York company 
has raised more than 
$25 million, including 
a $12 million round led 
by Google’s venture- 
capital arm. Other early 
investors included the 
venture capital divisions 
of smartphone chip- 
maker Qualcomm Inc. 
and Comcast Corp., 
the largest U.S. cable 
and high-speed Inter¬ 
net service. 

Besides its New York 
headquarters. Divide 
also has offices in Lon¬ 
don and Hong Kong.Q 
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Stocks edge higher after drifting in early trade 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

Stocks finished slightly 
higher on Monday, add¬ 
ing to the small gains the 
market carved out at the 
end of last week. A dearth 
of fresh economic data 
had many investors focus¬ 
ing on headline-grabbing 
corporate deals, including 
a $48.5 billion bid by AT&T 
to acquire satellite TV pro¬ 
vider DirecTV and a joint 
venture between Johnson 
Controls and a Chinese 
company that will form the 
world’s largest maker of 
automotive interiors. 

The latest batch of deals is 
a good sign for the market 
and further illustrates that 
many companies have the 
financial ammunition and 
appetite to grow through 
acquisitions. 

Even so, much of the mar¬ 
ket remained in drift mode 
Monday, but still near the 
latest all-time high set by 
the Standard & Poor’s 500 
index a week ago. 

“We're seeing big deals — 
this AT&T deal is big," said 
Marc Doss, regional chief 
investment officer for Wells 
Fargo Private Bank. “But 
it’s not enough to drive us 
dramatically higher in the 
short run.” The three major 
indexes were down in pre¬ 
market trading as inves¬ 
tors reacted to the AT&T- 
DirecTV deal, which was 
announced late Sunday. 
The proposed deal would 
create the second-largest 
pay TV operator behind a 
combined Comcast-Time 
Warner Cable. But such a 


combination could face 
close scrutiny from the 
Federal Communications 
Commission and Depart¬ 
ment of Justice. 

When regular trading be¬ 
gan, the S&P 500 and Nas¬ 
daq composite drifted into 
positive territory, while the 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age lagged. 

AT&T and DirecTV opened 


lower and never recov¬ 
ered. AT&T ended down 
36 cents, or 1 percent, at 
$36.38. DirecTV fell $1.53, or 
1.8 percent, to $84.65. 
Word that AstraZeneca 
rejected rival drugmaker 
Pfizer’s latest takeover of¬ 
fer helped boost Pfizer's 
shares 16 cents, or 0.5 per¬ 
cent, to $29.28. 

Pfizer has been courting 


AstraZeneca since Janu¬ 
ary. It announced Sunday 
that it was ready to raise its 
stock-and-cash offer by 15 
percent to $118.8 billion. 

By midmorning, major U.S. 
indexes had each cap¬ 
tured small gains that 
would hold the rest of 
the day. The S&P 500 in¬ 
dex gained 7.22 points, 
or 0.4 percent, to close at 


1,885.08. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average added 20.55 
points, or 0.1 percent, to 
end at 16,511.86. 

The Nasdaq composite 
index rose 35.23 points, 
or 0.9 percent, to finish at 
4,125.82. 

The S&P, which hit an all- 
time high two days in a row 
early last week, is up 2 per¬ 


cent for the year. The Dow 
and Nasdaq remain down 
for 2014. The yield on the 
10-year U.S. Treasury note 
rose to 2.54 percent from 
2.52 percent late Friday. 
Investors are in a wait- 
and-see mode, having 
digested a mostly positive 
but unspectacular batch 
of first-quarter corporate 
earnings in recent weeks. 


in addition to mixed eco¬ 
nomic news. 

A light schedule of eco¬ 
nomic reports for much of 
this week means investors 
may not get much fresh 
insight about the economy 
until later this week, when 
they'll see new figures on 
sales of previously occu¬ 
pied homes and newly 
built homes. □ 



Traders gather at the post that handles AT&T on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange 
Monday, May 19, 2014. Priming itself for the age of Internet-delivered video, AT&T Inc. said it 
would buy DirecTV for $48.5 billion in cash and stock, or $95 per share. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


AT&T aims for TV’s future with DirecTV deal 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — AT&T 
Inc. said it would buy Di¬ 
recTV for $48.5 billion in 
cash and stock, or $95 per 
share, priming itself for the 
age of Internet-delivered 
video. 

While DirecTV doesn’t 
help the telecom com¬ 
pany compete in the on¬ 
line video space imme¬ 
diately, cost savings from 
the merger and the extra 
cash flow will improve its 
ability to compete with 
the cable giant that would 
be formed by Comcast 
Corp.’s proposed $45 bil¬ 


lion takeover of Time War¬ 
ner Cable. 

AT&T is already the largest 
mobile service provider in 
the U.S. 

“What it does is it gives us 
the pieces to fulfill a vision 
we’ve had for a couple of 
years - the ability to take 
premium content and 
deliver it across multiple 
points: your smartphone, 
tablet, television or lap¬ 
top,” AT&T’s Chairman 
and CEO Randall Stephen¬ 
son said on a conference 
call with journalists Sunday. 
But the deal could face 
unique regulatory scrutiny 
from the Federal Commu¬ 


nications Commission and 
Department of Justice. Un¬ 
like the cable company 
tie-up, the AT&T-DirecTV 
merger would effectively 
cut the number of video 
providers from four to 
three for about 25 percent 
of U.S. households. 

Cable companies oper¬ 
ate in regions that don’t 
overlap, but in compari¬ 
son, AT&T provides TV ser¬ 
vice to 22 states, where it 
is a direct competitor to 
DirecTV, which is nation¬ 
wide. Reducing choice in 
those markets could result 
in higher prices for con¬ 
sumers, and that usually 


gives regulators cause for 
concern. 

The deal is also subject to 
regulatory approval in Lat¬ 
in America, where DirecTV 
has more than 18 million 
customers. To facilitate 
approval there, AT&T said 
it will divest its interest in 
wireless provider America 
Movil. 

AT&T and DirecTV expect 
the deal to close within 12 
months. 

Analysts have questioned 
the strategic benefits of a 
deal, particularly because 
it would give AT&T a larger 
presence in the mature 
market for pay TV.Q 



Deutsche Bank 
boosts finances 
with new capital 

DAVID McHUGH 
AP Business Writer 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Deutsche Bank AG says 
its plan to raise 8 billion 
euros ($11 billion) in new 
capital from investors will 
strengthen its finances as 
it faces tighter regulation 
and uncertain costs from 
litigation. 

Co-CEO Anshu Jain told 
analysts during a confer¬ 
ence call Monday that the 
fresh capital would also 
help it meet "unforeseen 
challenges” that may lie 
ahead. Jain said it was 
“impossible to quantify” 
the additional demands 
regulators may place on 
banks as they press ahead 
with efforts to make the fi¬ 
nancial system more resis¬ 
tant to trouble. 

Chief Financial Officer Ste¬ 
fan Krause said on the call 
that the bank also faced a 
“challenging and unpre¬ 
dictable litigation environ¬ 
ment” even after setting 
aside billions for fines and 
lawsuits, much of it relating 
to events that occurred 
years ago. 

The capital increase 
comes as banks across Eu¬ 
rope have been shedding 
risky investments and rais¬ 
ing new financial buffers 
as they seek to meet new 
regulatory standards. The 
European Central Bank 
is conducting a detailed 
review of large banks’ fi¬ 
nances and holdings as it 
prepares to take over as 
the European Union’s cen¬ 
tralized banking supervisor 
in November. 

The bank said Sunday it 
would raise 6.3 billion euros 
through a rights offering in 
which investors are asked 
to stump up more money, 
and that it had already 
secured an additional 
1.75 billion euros by plac¬ 
ing shares with Paramount 
Floldings Services Ltd, an 
investment vehicle owned 
by Sheik Flamad Bin Jassim 
Bin Jabor Al-Thani of Qa¬ 
tar. 

The move will increase 
the bank’s capital ratio, a 
key measure of financial 
strength, to 11.8 percent. 
That is well beyond the 
bank’s 10 percent goal.Q 
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BlackBerry partnership with Foxconn signals shifting priorities 


JOE COCHRANE 
IAN AUSTEN 

© 2014 New York Times 
JAKARTA, Indonesia - Indo¬ 
nesians have long loved 
BlackBerry devices. When 
the company introduced 
a new phone 2 1/2 years 
ago, a crowd at shopping 
mall here became so un¬ 
ruly - in part because of a 
half-price offer for the first 
1,000 buyers - that riot po¬ 
lice were rushed in to stand 
by. But even in Indonesia, 
BlackBerry's fortunes have 
changed. Last week, when 
the company started sell¬ 
ing the Z3, a smartphone 
it made specifically for this 
market, consumers reacted 
with a collective shrug. 
Nevertheless, the arrival of 
the Z3, a touch-screen de¬ 
vice mainly notable for its 
budget-friendly $190 price, 
signals a new path for the 
struggling company. Black¬ 
Berry, like most phone-mak¬ 
ers, has long contracted 
out the manufacturing of its 
phones, but the Z3 has also 
been designed and distrib¬ 
uted by Foxconn Technol¬ 
ogy Group, the giant Tai¬ 
wanese manufacturer. 
BlackBerry’s partnership 
with Foxconn, a company 
perhaps best known as 
a builder of iPhones and 
iPads, comes at a criti¬ 
cal time for BlackBerry. Al¬ 
though sales of the com¬ 
pany’s devices have plum¬ 
meted globally in recent 
years, the revenue from the 
phone business remains vi¬ 
tal as John S. Chen, Black¬ 
Berry’s chairman and chief 
executive, tries to shift the 
organization’s focus to ser¬ 
vices and software. 

By reaching a deal with 
Foxconn, Chen may have 
bought himself some time - 
if only a little. 

“John Chen is just sustaining 
the handset business as he 
sorts out the way ahead,” 
said Nick Spencer, an 
analyst with ABI Research 
in London. “But at these 
low volumes, you wonder 
about BlackBerry’s viabil¬ 
ity. Consumer electronics is 
about scale.” 

While a four-hour tour of 
stores in Jakarta last week 
found no lines for, and rela¬ 
tively little shopper interest 
in, the phone, BlackBerry 
said in a blog post that the 
Z3 had attracted substan¬ 



A Blackberry Z3 smartphone is shown by a model during its launch in Jakarta, Indonesia. The Z3 
is priced at US$200 in the country. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim) 


tial interest and was sold 
out by Friday. It did not pro¬ 
vide any sales figures. 

In the last quarter, the 
company sold 1.3 million 
phones, compared with 6 
million during the same pe¬ 
riod a year earlier. 


But without the phone busi¬ 
ness, BlackBerry would be 
a significantly smaller com¬ 
pany. During its last quarter, 
the ailing hardware busi¬ 
ness still generated 37 per¬ 
cent of BlackBerry's $976 
million in revenue. A year 


earlier phones accounted 
for 61 percent of $2.7 billion 
in sales. 

While Foxconn cannot do 
anything to reverse Black¬ 
Berry’s popularity slide, the 
partnership will eliminate 
several financial uncertain¬ 


ties for Chen. A large por¬ 
tion of the $5.9 billion loss 
that BlackBerry reported for 
last year came from writing 
off unsold phones and un¬ 
needed phone parts. Fox¬ 
conn now assumes that risk. 
In an interview last week 
in Jakarta, Chen offered 
his theory about Foxconn’s 
interest in the partnership. 
"Sixty to 75 percent of all 
phones is common parts,” 
Chen said. “Things that 
we order and that they 
don’t use, they can be 
used somewhere else. They 
could be in an HP printer 
or a Canon whatever or a 
Dell computer or an iPhone 
and vice versa." Two rep¬ 
resentatives for Foxconn 
declined to comment di¬ 
rectly on its relationship with 
BlackBerry. 

"We are focused on sup¬ 
porting our customers by 
providing services such as 
research and develop¬ 
ment, design, manufactur¬ 
ing and logistics support,” 
the company said in a 
statement. □ 


AstraZeneca rejects $119B offer from Pfizer 


any industry, according to 
figures from research firm 
Dealogic. 

AstraZeneca didn’t take 
long to reject the new of¬ 
fer, its board arguing Pfizer 
is making “an opportunis- 


bid over the heads of As¬ 
traZeneca’s board, the 
prospect of a deal looks 
increasingly remote unless 
AstraZeneca shareholders 
urge a change of mind. 
Pfizer has said it hopes As- 



AstraZeneca CEO Pascal Soriot leaves the British Parliament's 
Business Innovation and Skills Committee in central London. 
The board of AstraZeneca on Monday rejected the improved 
$119 billion takeover offer from U.S. drugmaker Pfizer, a 
decision that caused a sharp slide in the U.K. company's share 


price. 


(AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis) 


GREGORY KATZ 
LINDA A. JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The board 
of AstraZeneca on Mon¬ 
day rejected the improved 
$119 billion takeover offer 
from U.S. drugmaker Pfizer, 
a decision that caused 
a sharp slide in the U.K. 
company’s share price 
as many investors think it 
effectively brings an end 
to the protracted and in¬ 
creasingly bitter takeover 
saga. 

The board said in a state¬ 
ment that it “reiterates its 
confidence in AstraZen¬ 
eca’s ability to deliver on 
its prospects as an inde¬ 
pendent, science led busi¬ 
ness.” 

Pfizer, which is the world’s 
second-biggest drugmak¬ 
er by revenue, has been 
courting No. 8 AstraZen¬ 
eca since January, argu¬ 
ing their businesses are 
complementary. On Sun¬ 
day, it raised its stock-and- 
cash offer by 15 percent 
to $118.8 billion, or 70.73 
billion pounds. That would 
be the richest acquisition 
ever among drugmakers 
and the third-biggest in 


tic attempt to acquire a 
transformed AstraZeneca, 
without reflecting the val¬ 
ue of its exciting pipeline” 
of experimental drugs. 
Because Pfizer said it won’t 
raise its offer again or 
launch a hostile takeover 


traZeneca’s shareholders 
will push for a deal. 

“This has been going on 
for quite some time and 
we have been in very 
deep engagement over 
the whole of the week¬ 
end," AstraZeneca Chair¬ 


man Leif Johansson told 
the BBC. "If Pfizer now says 
this is the final offer I have 
to believe what they say.” 
Shareholders in AstraZen¬ 
eca PLC seemed to think 
a deal is now unlikely, with 
the company’s share price 
slumping 11.1 percent to 
42.87 pounds. 

Johansson said his man¬ 
agement team had told 
Pfizer Inc. over the week¬ 
end that it would need 
to see a 10 percent im¬ 
provement over the 53.50 
pounds-per-share offer 
that was on the table at 
that time. He said Pfizer’s 
latest offer represented 
only a “minor improve¬ 
ment” that fell short of the 
10 percent needed. 
Though it has said its in¬ 
dicative offer is final, Pfizer 
has, under U.K. takeover 
rules, until 5 p.m. local time 
on May 26 to make a for¬ 
mal bid. If it doesn’t, it can¬ 
not make another offer for 
six months. 

Pfizer’s offer comes amid 
a surge of other deals as 
drugmakers look to either 
grow or eliminate noncore 
assets to focus on their 
strengthsO 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 5/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Drinks like Fido 
5 Opening; gap 
10 Foot’s instep 

14 Qualified 

15 Apple drink 

16 Certain 

17 Song for two 

18 Make amends 

19 Juicy fruit 

20 Dignified 

22 Religious splits 

24 Went first 

25 External 

26 Fall flower 

29 Yrbk. section 

30 Dishonest folks 

34 _ the line; 
followed orders 

35 Sheep’s cry 

36 Actor _ 
Washington 

37 Retirement 
acct. 

38 Window 
covering 

40 Eerie saucer, 
for short 

41 Diminish 

43 Half and half 

44 Get ready, for 
short 

45 Cornered 

46 Thirsty 

47 In that place 

48 Valleys 

50 Drink served 
hot or cold 

51 African hunting 
trips 

54 Singer Tony _ 

58 Sew a sweater 

59 Groucho's prop 

61 _-blue; loyal 

62 Doing nothing 

63 Actor Jeremy 

64 Bullfight shouts 

65 Recolors 

66 Conical tent 

67 State of clutter 

DOWN 

1 Boys 

2 Border on 

3 Tearful request 

4 Moved to a 
place and put 
down roots 


5 Overcook milk 

6 Compassion 

7 Turmoil 

8 Population 
count 

9 Build 

10 Headache 
remedy 

11 Regrets 

12 Stuff 

13 His and _ 

21 Suffix for profit 
or auction 
23 Actress Hunt 

25 Speakers 

26 Leaning 

27 More tender to 
the touch 

28 Josh with 

29 Jolt 

31 Shade of blue 

32 _ to; cite 

33 Mountainside 

35 Olive Oyl’s 
hairstyle 

36 Perish 

38 Fragrant wood 

39 _ day now; 
pretty soon 


42 Tranquilizes 
44 “The _ of the 
Opera” 

46 Want 

47 Two and eight 

49 Permissible 

50 Rudely brief 

51 Lose traction 
on ice 


52 Artist Warhol 

53 Nail smoother 

54 Cause of woe 

55 Author _ 
Stanley 
Gardner 

56 Today: abbr. 

57 Actress Harper 
60 Repub. party 
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Several new words 
added to Merriam 
Webster dictionary 

LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The fol¬ 
lowing are the top words 
and definitions added to 
the latest edition of the 
Merriam-Webster's Colle¬ 
giate Dictionary: 

Auto-Tune or auto-tune vt 
(verb transitive) (2003): a 
proprietary signal proces¬ 
sor, to adjust or alter (a 
recording of a voice) with 
Auto-Tune software or oth¬ 
er audio-editing software, 
especially to correct sung 
notes that are out of tune, 
catfish n (1612): (second 
definition) a person who 
sets up a false personal 
profile on a social network¬ 
ing site for fraudulent or 
deceptive purposes, 
crowdfunding n (2006): the 
practice of soliciting finan¬ 
cial contributions from a 
large number of people, 
especially from the online 
community. 

dubstep n (2002): a type 
of electronic dance mu¬ 
sic having prominent bass 
lines and syncopated 
drum patterns, 
fangirl n (1934): a girl or 
woman who is an extreme¬ 
ly or overly enthusiastic fan 
of someone or something, 
freegan n (2006): an ac¬ 
tivist who scavenges for 
free food (as in waste re¬ 
ceptacles at stores and 
restaurants) as a means of 
reducing consumption of 
resources. 

gamification n (2010): the 
process of adding games 
or gameline elements to 
something (as a task) so as 
to encourage participa¬ 
tion. 

hashtag n (2008): a word 
or phrase preceded by the 
symbol # that classifies or 
categorizes the accompa¬ 
nying text, such as a tweet, 
selfie n (2002): an image of 
oneself taken by oneself 
using a digital camera, es¬ 
pecially for posting on so¬ 
cial networks. 

social networking n (1998): 
the creation and main¬ 
tenance of personal and 
business relationships, es¬ 
pecially online, 
turducken n (1982): a bone¬ 
less chicken stuffed into a 
boneless duck stuffed into 
a boneless turkey.□ 



Las Palmas 31 -B 

Luxury ground floor cor¬ 
ner unit with 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms, garage. 
Very nice golf views. 

This gated Golf commu¬ 
nity, Tierra del Sol has 
all facilities that you can 
wish for. Centrally air 
conditioned living room, 
dining room, luxury 
kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances, many 
cabinets & breakfast bar, 


Qntu^i 

Aruba Real Estate 


US$ 565. 



mi 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


Boroncana 113 

Oireat Price — Grcal location 



Only 20 minuted walk from ihc Marriott Ho-tn I; 

CI«h to F4a1uns ft*tsrvt? rflrtg bttiieh- 

* 4 

- 2.5 Bach 

* Vaulted Cci llngx 

* Open FJaor Plan: Living Room opens 

I* Krtchtm and Dining area.. 

* Sp^iOuS- yard f*r bndl-iapl ng 
for children and/or an Small to pldy 
around. 

1 Hp use n*#d» 

■«ucKif & miner repeirt 

Lot Sim: Jfil m2/ 01S-0 s-q feeP 

Kauie Size: IBS ml/ >900 loot 

Asking Price: US$ 185,000.00 

[way below martini value) Cal I far a viewing: 




Best Buy 

u T v ^ 

TJw- tiiijf- ] OrL- thlT' 


Call; "737-3000 

fata jf tin 10@gmail.(om - www.beslbuyciruba.Hm 
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How to coach us! 




VACATION SPECIAL 
For rent last minute 

only $525 p/w 

wk 21 May 24-31 

wk 22 May 31-June 7 

wk 23 June 7-14 

Summer vacation 

wk 29 July 20-27 

wk 31 Aug. 3-10 

4 p $675 5p ocean view $850 

all wks call 583-4403 /560-3297 

_201940 

Red Hot Weeks Resales 

we rent, sell and buy 
Free listings, free information, 

28 years experience. 

More info 

Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201943 


Hot Red week Resales 
Marriott Ocean Club 

Gold season wk 18-50 

1 bdrm ocean view $8000 
Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season wk 18-50 

2 bdrm ocean view $11000 
Call: (297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201943 

Hot Red week Resales 
Divi Village 

2 bdrm, 2 bath 
week 18/19 room #3506 
25 weeks remain on contract 
10 can be accelerated 
maintenance fee $947 
Price:$9K each 
Call: (297)562-0712. 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201943 

Hot Red week Resales 
La Cabana BRC 

1 Bedroom wk 20 room #322C 
pool/ocean view price $6000 
more info 

Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com oig43 


Hot Red week Resales 
Costa Linda Beach Resorts 

2 Bedroom wk 21,22,23,24 
room #2001 
pool/ocean view price 
$12000 each more info 
Call: (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

201943 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
by owner Aruba Beach Club 

Superior room wk 19, may 10 to 
17 rm 157,2 queen beds sleeps 
4, full kitchen, $2350 also 
weeks 26, 32,40 for sale 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 

201937 


DOCTOR 
^ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

- Dr. Dennert 


EMERGENCIA 


911 



POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 


O'STAD: del Pueblo Tel: 582-1253 

S. NICOLAS: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


May 26 

Monarch 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION " 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Teh 583-3345/586-6976 _ 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Blood bank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Battle over genetically modified foods in Oregon 



Chuck Burr cultivates a row of onions May 12,2014 on his organic seed farm outside Ashland, Ore. 
Associated Press 


JEFF BARNARD 
Associated Press 
ASHLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

Unable to find a good solu¬ 
tion to protecting their cer¬ 
tified organic seed crops 
from potential contamina¬ 
tion from genetically engi¬ 
neered crops, small organ¬ 
ic farmers in this Oregon 
valley are appealing to a 
higher power: voters. 

They wanted to protect 
their crops from being 
cross-pollinated by geneti¬ 
cally modified ones, and 
asked voters in two coun¬ 
ties to ban the cultivation 
of GMOs — a move that 
would drive producer Syn¬ 
genta out of the Rogue 
Valley where the Swiss 
company grows seed for 
sugar beets resistant to the 
popular weed killer Round¬ 
up. 

Mail-in ballots will be count¬ 
ed in Jackson and Jose¬ 
phine counties on Tuesday. 
The vote is the latest exam¬ 
ple of a growing resistance 
to GMOs from Hawaii to 
Vermont at a time when 
genetically modified crops 
dominate the production 
of commodities like sugar 
beets, corn and soybeans. 
There is no mainstream sci¬ 
entific evidence of a health 
risk. 

“People are becoming 
more aware of the fact that 
food in this country is ge¬ 
netically engineered, and 
they are starting to look 
into what that might mean 
in terms of health and the 
environment," said Laura 
Murphy of the Environmen¬ 


tal & Natural Resources 
Law Clinic at Vermont Law 
School. 

Big agribusinesses, spend¬ 
ing millions, and GMO op¬ 
ponents have traded victo¬ 
ries in recent years. 

This month, Vermont’s gov¬ 
ernor signed a law to make 
the state the first requiring 
disclosure of GMO ingredi¬ 
ents in food labels, starting 
in 2016. The National Con¬ 
ference of State Legisla¬ 
tures reports 84 genetically 
modified food labeling bills 
are pending in 30 states. 
Since 2004, counties in Cali¬ 
fornia, Hawaii and Wash¬ 
ington state have adopted 
bans. In 2012, agribusiness 
groups defeated ballot 
measures in California and 
Washington state to require 


statewide GMO food label¬ 
ing. There is now an effort 
in Oregon to ask voters to 
require GMO food labeling. 
In Washington, a bill to nul¬ 
lify state labeling require¬ 
ments is pending in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 
The Oregon vote is the lat¬ 
est battle over the future of 
agriculture. 

It is set in this picturesque 
41-mile (66-kilometer)-long 
valley near the California 
border, where Syngenta 
has operated in near ano¬ 
nymity since 1993, and or¬ 
ganic farmers have tapped 
a growing demand for lo¬ 
cal produce free of pesti¬ 
cides. 

Organic farmers realized 
they had a problem in 
2012, when Chris Hardy 
tried to lease some land 
and learned it was right 
next to a field leased to 
Syngenta. It soon became 
clear Syngenta was spread 
throughout the valley. 
Farmers started gather¬ 
ing signatures for a ballot 
measure banning GMOs, 
and asked Oregon State 


University Extension to help 
create a mapping system 
so GMO and organic corps 
would each be free of the 
other's pollen. 

After about six months, talks 
broke down, and the or¬ 
ganic farmers went ahead 
with the ballot measure. 
Syngenta, a Swiss com¬ 
pany with $14.7 billion in 
worldwide sales, has been 
joined by other agricultural 
giants like Monsanto Co., 
sugar producers like Amal¬ 
gamated Sugar, timber 
companies and farm bu¬ 
reaus as far away as Texas. 
They have pooled more 
than $900,000 to defeat the 
measures. 

Their media campaign has 
focused on convincing vot¬ 
ers that enforcing the ban 
would divert scarce rev¬ 
enues away from sheriff's 
patrols and jails. 

Syngenta referred com¬ 
ment to the Biotechnol¬ 
ogy Industry Organization. 
The group’s spokeswoman, 
Karen Batra, said the ban 
was “not just an assault on 
the industry; it is an assault 


on farming. It is telling one 
group of farmers that you 
can’t farm the way that 
you want or you need or 
you think is best for your op¬ 
eration.” 

The ban’s supporters, who 
have raised a third of what 
opponents have, say they 
want to protect their crops 
from contamination by 
genetically engineered 
pollen, particularly chard 
and beets, which could 
be fertilized by Syngenta’s 
GMO sugar beet pollen. 
The pollen wouldn’t affect 
the plants in the ground, 
but would make it impos¬ 
sible to certify the seeds 
as organic, reducing their 
value, whether for sale or 
planting. 

Hoping to forestall a patch- 
work of agricultural regu¬ 
lation, Oregon Gov. John 
Kitzhaber signed legislation 
last year barring counties 
from enacting GMO bans, 
exempting Jackson County 
because a measure was al¬ 
ready on the ballot. He ap¬ 
pointed a task force to rec¬ 
ommend a way forward. 
The law didn’t stop oppo¬ 
nents in neighboring Jose¬ 
phine County from putting 
up their own measure. If it 
passes, they will have to go 
to court to put it in force. 
Chuck Burr grows more 
than 300 varieties of certi¬ 
fied organic seed outside 
Ashland and is president of 
the Southern Oregon Seed 
Growers Association. He 
said he could not in good 
conscience try to sell his 
crop of chard seeds after 
learning Syngenta had a 
field close enough to be 
pollenated by them, and 
testing was expensive. 

“If anybody ever wanted 
to push small farms out of 
the valley, that is how they 
would do it, with GMO 
crops,” he saidO 
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c Where dreams come true 

Massage & Escort services 

BEAUTIFUL 
LATIN 
WOMEN 

for adults 
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Sweet and Sensual 
Service 24/7 




Massage and escort service 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Pick-up & Delivery 

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders 

Red Light Tour 

Bachelor Party Specialized, the best in the Caribbean 

Call: 565-9535 
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Jennifer Lopez has 
deal for memoir 
on world tour 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jennifer 
Lopez’s latest project is a 
story of "True Love.” 

The entertainer has an 
agreement with Penguin 
Group (USA) for a book, 
her first, about her "ca¬ 
thartic” 2012 world tour. 
The publisher announced 
Monday that the book will 
be called “True Love." 

It will come out in English 
and Spanish and will be re¬ 
leased through Penguin’s 
Celebra imprint on Oct. 
29. 

According to Celebra, the 
book will be a “diary” in 
which Lopez confides her 
greatest fears and how 
she overcomes them.Q 



Jennifer Lopez poses in the 
press room with the icon 
award at the Billboard Music 
Awards at the MGM Grand 
Garden Arena on Sunday, 
May 18, 2014, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 



WILL 
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In this April 17, 2013 file photo, film producer and honoree 
Kathleen Kennedy poses at the Pioneer of the Year Dinner at 
CinemaCon 2013 at Caesars Palace, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


Film academy 
debuts original 
online short films 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

organization that hands 
out the Oscars is making 
some movies of its own. 

The Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences is 
debuting a series of docu¬ 
mentary-style digital shorts 
exploring various aspects 
of filmmaking. The first three 
short films premiered online 
Monday. A new episode is 
expected each week. 

The inaugural shorts cover 


distinct themes: how blind 
people enjoy movies, 
what it's like to visit the film 
academy archives and 
how one screenwriter ap¬ 
proaches the creative pro¬ 
cess. 

Produced by the film 
academy’s in-house digi¬ 
tal team, future episodes 
will feature academy 
members such as Paul 
Haggis, Kathleen Kennedy 
and Ava DuVernay.Q 


Cronenberg’s nightmarish, 
all-star Hollywood tale 



From left, director David Cronenberg, actress Julianne Moore and actor John Cusack pose for 
photographers during a photo call for Maps to the Stars at the 67th international film festival, 
Cannes, southern France, Monday, May 19, 2014. Associated Press 


THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press 
CANNES, France (AP) 

— “Maps to the Stars" 
is David Cronenberg’s 
nightmarish, hyper-real 
tale of vanity, greed and 
family dysfunction in Hol¬ 
lywood. But it may touch 
a raw nerve for some in 
the movie industry. 

With an all-star cast, in¬ 
cluding Julianne Moore, 
John Cusack and Rob¬ 
ert Pattinson, the biting 
tragi-comedy, that pre¬ 
miered at Cannes Mon¬ 
day has critics guessing 
if it could produce, at 
long last, the veteran 
Canadian director’s first 
Palme d’Or. 

It's the story of Benjie 
Weiss, a troubled child- 
star brat and recover¬ 
ing drug addict, who 
earns $300,000 a week 
("enough to (expletive) 
(mess) up Mother Tere¬ 
sa,”) played with scene¬ 
stealing cruelty by Evan 
Bird. He’s a relatively un¬ 
known 13-year-old who 
does not look dissimilar 
to a young(er) Justin 
Bieber. The film explores 
the theme of incest. Lit¬ 
erally, in the strange rela¬ 
tionship Benjie develops 
with his disfigured sister 
Agatha, played by Mia 
Wasikowska; but also 
metaphorically: in this 


suffocating Cronenber- 
gian vision of Tinseltown 
every star in the movie 
constellation is linked to¬ 
gether, inbred, and not 
even the darkest secret 
can remain hidden for 
long. 

Moore is brilliant as the 
hysterical Havana Se- 
grand, a desperate 
40-something actress 
who lives in the shadow 
of her forever-young 
Hollywood icon mother 
and sleeps with directors 
to stay in the game. 
Carrie Fisher (daughter 
of icon Debbie Reyn¬ 
olds) plays herself in a 
cameo as Segrand’s 
friend, while self-reflexive 
insider references to Sci- 
entology-membership 
boosting career fortune, 
Robert Downey Jr.'s 
drug-taking past, or ac¬ 
tors manipulating their 
public image by going 
on Oprah crop up all 
over. However, Moore 
dodged questions 
about this film mirroring 
nasty industry realities 
and wouldn’t speak ill 
of Hollywood — despite 
her character’s obvious 
message. 

“I love the movie busi¬ 
ness. I’m not here to dis¬ 
parage it,” she said. 
Cronenberg added with 
a smirk: “There’s nothing 


repulsive in the movie 
business. It’s all fabu¬ 
lous." 

Can it be that it’s still ta¬ 
boo to speak publicly 
about the movie indus¬ 
try’s dark side? 

Only John Cusack, who 
plays a deranged self- 
help TV guru father, 
hinted that this neurosis- 
ridden, dysfunctional 
image of movie-making 
was an accurate por¬ 
trayal. “It was a very 
familiar eco-system ... 
of fear and greed and 
desperation. And there 
are all sorts of people 
who function within that 
(in LA) — feed it, enable 
it, are predators there,” 
he said. But above all 
this picture, a laugh-out- 
loud orgy of narcissism, is 
Cronenberg’s funniest to 
date. Moore steals the 
film in a brilliantly ma¬ 
cabre scene in which 
her character jumps up 
and down in happiness 
on news that a lead 
actress’ son has died 
tragically in a swimming 
pool, opening up a va¬ 
cancy for her to replace 
the distraught actress as 
the film’s lead. 

It had audiences laugh¬ 
ing hysterically out of 
shock, and was the fun¬ 
niest — if darkest — seen 
in Cannes so far. □ 
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Networks’ plea to viewers: Watch now! 



St. Louis Rams rookie defensive end Michael Sam stretches 
during the team’s NFL football rookie camp Friday, May 16, 
2014, in St. Louis. Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 

AP Television Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — One 

day into the annual week 
where television’s biggest 
networks reveal their fu¬ 
ture programming plans 
and it was clear what the 
buzzword was going to be: 
Eventize. 

No matter whether it’s a 
word or not, broadcasters 
talked frequently about 
their desire to create big 
events that viewers need 
to watch immediately for 
fear of being left out of the 
cultural conversation. 
Networks are adjusting 
to the changed world of 
how people watch their 
programs: hours or weeks 
later on DVR, online or on- 
demand. But the industry’s 
financial structure hasn’t 
caught up yet, so viewers 
who watch when a pro¬ 
gram is first aired — once 
the only way to watch — 
are considered more valu¬ 
able. 

That’s why Fox is putting 
on a live production of 
“Grease” and NBC is re¬ 
making “The Music Man.” 
Fox is recreating an Evel 
Knievel motorcycle jump. 
ABC touts its Oscars tele¬ 
cast and other awards 
shows. NBC locked up 
Olympics rights through 
2032, and CBS won a bid¬ 
ding war to show NFL foot¬ 
ball on Thursday night. 
Sports usually gets little or 
no attention in network 
sales pitches to advertis¬ 
ers. Not this year. ABC, 


CBS, NBC and Fox all gave 
sports a starring role. Why? 
Very few people DVR 
sports events. 

ABC made the point ex¬ 
plicit with a message on a 
wide video screen: "Your 
DVR can’t handle live.” 
“We’re obsessed with try¬ 
ing to eventize everything 
we can — even episodes 
of our scripted shows,” said 
Robert Greenblatt, NBC’s 
entertainment chief. 

“It’s about the urgency 
to view,” said Fox’s Kevin 
Reilly. 

A grand finale won't be 
enough for CBS' outgoing 
comedy “Two and a Half 
Men.” The network wants 
a season’s worth of spe¬ 
cial episodes. David Let- 
terman’s retirement will be 
a "yearlong celebration 
of Dave.” CBS producers 
have been told to push 
the envelope, said Nina 
Tassler, entertainment 
president, like the surprise 
death of Will Gardner on 
a March episode of “The 
Good Wife.” 

“It’s important to keep your 
fans engaged,” Tassler 
said. “You keep eventizing 
your entire season.” 

TRUTH SQUAD 
Jimmy Kimmel is a one- 
man truth squad each 
year at ABC’s schedule 
presentation, puncturing 
the promises of network 
salesmen, and was par¬ 
ticularly sharp this year. He 
spared no one, not even 
his bosses, and may have 
effectively killed a lack¬ 


luster new ABC comedy 
“Selfie" with a single barb. 
He also zeroed in on ABC 
entertainment chief Paul 
Lee’s boast that ABC was 
No. 1 — in brand identifi¬ 
cation or some metric. In 
the Nielsen ratings, ABC is 
No. 3. 

“The ABC I work at is not 
No. 1,” Kimmel said. “In 
fact, we might have to 
crash on your couch for a 
while.” 

He reminds advertisers the 
majority of new shows pre¬ 
sented to them as surefire 
hits won’t last more than a 
year. “Don’t get attached 
to our new shows,” he said. 
“It's like adopting a kitten 
with cancer.” 

WOMEN IN CHARGE 
Women are in charge and 
they’re tough in some up¬ 
coming shows. When a 
CIA agent (Katherine Hei- 
gl) promises a president 


(Alfre Woodard) some vio¬ 
lent retribution for a wrong 
in NBC’s “State of Affairs,” 
the president replies, 
“That’s my girl.” Tea Leo- 
ni, portraying a secretary 
of state, takes on White 
House aides in CBS’ "Mad¬ 
am Secretary.” Maggie Q 
beats up bad guys in CBS' 
"Stalker,” and Debra Mess¬ 
ing is a police detective 
who counts to three and 
shoots on two on NBC’s 
“The Mysteries of Laura.” 
This being television, ad¬ 
vertisers were also shown 
clips of Heigl, Messing and 
Kate Walsh (NBC’s “Bad 
Judge”) in their under¬ 
wear. 

SPORTS 

With the extra atten¬ 
tion paid to sports at the 
broadcast networks, it was 
interesting to see ESPN de- 
emphasize fun and games. 
The network’s presenta¬ 


tion played up coverage 
of stories involving Jason 
Collins, Michael Sam, Don¬ 
ald Sterling and the Boston 
marathon bombing in an 
attempt to broaden ap¬ 
peal. 

“Sports is our conversa¬ 
tion, our social currency,” 
said ESPN sales chief Ed 
Erhardt. “ESPN is always on 
at the center of culture.” 
SOMETHING NEW 
New network shows often 
ape successful formulas, 
sometimes distressingly 
so. Every once in a while, 
an executive takes a wild 
swing that makes you won¬ 
der, “What’s that show do¬ 
ing here?” They’ll either 
succeed or fail spectacu¬ 
larly. 

There were two this year. 
Composer Alan Menken 
works on ABC’s "Gala- 
vant,” a medieval musical 
that keeps the memory of 
Monty Python alive. The 
CW’s “Jane the Virgin” is a 
sweet dramedy that feels 
completely out of place 
in a lineup of vampires, 
zombies and supernatural 
beings. But it had hands- 
down the funniest scene in 
all the clip reels unspooled 
over the past week. 
COMICS 

If your mom made you 
throw away comic books, 
she may have stunted a 
career in Hollywood. Com¬ 
ics were again a fertile 
ground for development. 
NBC is bringing the Hell- 
raiser character to life in a 
drama. □ 


‘Hollow Girl’ fitting conclusion to Prager series 


BRUCE DESILVA 
Associated Press 

The ninth installment 
in Reed Farrel Cole¬ 
man’s series featuring 
Moe Prager, an ex-cop 
turned private detec¬ 
tive, finds the protago¬ 
nist wracked with guilt 
over the death of his 
girlfriend, Pam. 

Moe says guilt is a per¬ 
manent infection: “The 
thing you’ve done to 
bruise the universe 
may fade, but the guilt 
never does. Not really. 
Not ever.” 

So he withdraws from 
the world, and he 



This book cover image 
released by Tyrus Books 
shows “The Hollow Girl,” by 
Reed Farrel Coleman. 

Associated Press 


drinks. 

It’s Moe’s brother Aar¬ 
on who rouses him from 
his stupor, calls him a 
coward and challeng¬ 
es him to get off the 
sauce to help an old 
friend in need. 

The old friend is Nancy 
Lustig, a rich girl loved 
and lost by Moe three 
decades earlier. Given 
Moe’s state of mind, 
she would seem to 
be the last person he 
needs back in his life. 
But she needs him. Her 
daughter is missing. 

Or is she? 

The daughter’s name 


is Sloan, but a decade 
earlier she'd been an 
Internet sensation as 
“The Hollow Girl,” cap¬ 
tivating audiences 
with soul-searching 
videos about her own 
life and hurtful attacks 
on her mother. Now, 
as Moe searches for 
her, she suddenly pops 
up again online, her 
attacks crueler than 
ever. 

Is Sloan doing this of her 
own volition, or is she 
caught up in someone 
else’s twisted plan? 
Moe attacks the high- 
tech mystery with old- 


fashioned shoe leath¬ 
er while contending 
with both his guilt and 
his confusing feelings 
about the Hollow Girl’s 
mother. 

Coleman says “The 
Hollow Girl" is the “fi¬ 
nal Moe Prager mys¬ 
tery, and the ending 
does make it appear 
that Moe has given up 
sleuthing for good. If 
so, the novel is a fitting 
conclusion to this intel¬ 
ligent, literary series by 
a fine writer who has 
made his reputation 
both as a mystery writ¬ 
er and a poetQ 
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Friends of Hillary 



Rethinking Campaign Finance 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2014 New York Times 

The American economy has 
gone through some tough times 
lately. But, happily, we still lead 
the world in the production of 
corn, soybeans, beef, cheese 
and stories about Hillary Clinton. 
Clinton has become famous in a 
unique, remarkable way. She’s 
practically an organizing princi¬ 
ple for the American conscious¬ 
ness. We see her everywhere. 
How could Barbara Walters have 
signed off from “The View’’ this 
week without a drop-in from 
HRC - who holds the record for 
multiple appearances on Wal¬ 
ters’ annual Most Fascinating 
People roundup? How could 
Gloria Steinem have celebrated 
her 80th birthday party without 
a video visit from the former first 
lady/senator/secretary of state? 
How could the Institute of Scrap 
Recycling Industries have gotten 
through its Las Vegas convention 
without a Hillary speech? 

OK, they had to pay her for the 
last one. But while she was there, 
somebody threw a shoe at her. 
At once, the nation had some¬ 
thing new to talk about. People 
were trudging through their days 
amid dreary domestic headlines 
about crime, bad weather and 
congressional gridlock. Then sud¬ 
denly it was - Hillary! Shoe! 

It’s so interesting how interested 
we are in her. Of course, she’s a 
potential presidential candidate. 
But she’s also got the critical 
national role of being someone 
Americans all have in common. 
Ever since the industrial revolu¬ 
tion, when Americans aban¬ 
doned small-town life for anony¬ 
mous cities, they’ve bonded by 
talking about celebrities. In 1800, 
people chatted over their back 
fence about the neighbors. In 
1900, the guys on the assembly 
line no longer shared mutual 
friends, but they all knew that 
boxing champion John L. Sul¬ 
livan was a terrible drunk, and 
had opinions about singer Lillian 
Russell’s generous figure. 

Today, the media’s getting so 
fractured we don’t even know 
the same famous people. We’re 
long past the era when 100 mil¬ 
lion viewers would turn in to 
see how “M.A.S.H.” turned out. 
There’s still the Super Bowl, for 
which a large chunk of the coun¬ 
try gathers around the TV in a 
touching show of faith that this 
is going to be the year when it 
isn’t boring. But mainly we surf 
around for our own special fa¬ 
vorite things - the Danish drama 
on Hulu, the Miley Cyrus video, 
the blog about “Hogs Gone 


Wild.” Then on weekends we get 
together for a multigenerational 
dinner and talk about ... our¬ 
selves. Or the salad. 

Or Hillary. It must be an ungodly 
burden to be both the most im¬ 
portant political figure outside 
the White House and perhaps 
the last great all-purpose celeb¬ 
rity on the map. She’s so familiar 
she’s like a family member - even 
to the political right, although in 
that case it’s something along 
the lines of a wicked stepmother. 
Rush Limbaugh recently enter¬ 
tained the theory that Clinton 
had “staged or set up” the shoe¬ 
throwing incident, although, re¬ 
ally, if you were going to try to 
get attention with that kind of 
event, you’d have picked some¬ 
place more elevating than the 
scrap recyclers. 

For the right, Clinton is responsible 
for nearly everything bad that 
occurs in the world, including the 
terrible kidnapping of the Nigeri¬ 
an schoolgirls - which happened 
either because Benghazi made 
us look weak (Laura Ingraham) 
or because the State Depart¬ 
ment never formally designated 
Boko Haram as a foreign terrorist 
organization. Also, Chelsea got 
pregnant because her mother 
wanted the positive press. Some¬ 
where, right now someone is 
working on a story that will reveal 
that Hillary Clinton started the el¬ 
evator fight between Jay-Z and 
his sister-in-law. 

Everybody - right, left and middle 
- is talking about her presidential 
candidacy even though we’ve 
got more than two years before 
the presidential nominating con¬ 
vention. Karl Rove made head¬ 
lines when he reportedly mused 
that Hillary might be able to con¬ 
ceal a “traumatic brain injury” 
during a run for the White House. 
(His estimate that she had spent 
“30 days” in the hospital after a 
fall last year was a mere 26 days 
off.) But Rove was not really wor¬ 
ried that the public would fail to 
take a look at the health issues 
of all the presidential candidates 
when the race really begins. He 
was just keenly aware that with¬ 
out Hillary gossip, he might be 
stuck analyzing the presidential 
prospects of the current Demo¬ 
cratic field: Maryland Gov. Mar¬ 
tin O’Malley. 

It’s hard to imagine what it must 
feel like to belong to everybody 
in such an intimate way. There’s 
no one else in the same situa¬ 
tion. Barack Obama is univer¬ 
sally known, but these days, if 
you have a conversation at the 
dinner table about him, the real 
topic is going to be something 
like health care or the unemploy¬ 
ment rate. We’re so aware of his 
enormous responsibilities, we’ve 
sort of lost interest in Obama as 
a person. He may try to be di¬ 
verting with the odd comment 
about sports or his dog, but, re¬ 
ally, it doesn’t work. 

This is why Hillary Clinton is going 
to run for the White House. She 
wants to be president so people 
will stop talking about her.Q 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2014 New York Times 

In 2006, shortly after being elect¬ 
ed to Congress - indeed, as he 
recalls it, before he had even 
taken his oath of office - John 
Sarbanes was approached by 
several Washington lobbyists. 
“They offered to do a fundraiser 
for me,” he said. “I thought, ‘I 
don’t want to start down this 
road.’” So he put the lobbyists 
off. 

Still, it got Sarbanes, a Demo¬ 
crat from Maryland (and the 
eldest son of the state’s former 
senator, Paul Sarbanes) think¬ 
ing - obsessing, really - about 
the role of money in politics. As 
he spent more time in Congress, 
he watched the insidious influ¬ 
ence of money. “There is a lot 
of discussion about how money 
is targeting elections, but what 
tends to be neglected is the in¬ 
fluence on the governing that 
takes place afterwards,” he told 
me the other day. “I may raise 
enough to beat back a super- 
PAC, but what dependencies 
does that create? 

“I’m not talking about quid pro 
quos,” he added. “I am talking 
about human nature. When you 
need to raise a lot of money, part 
of you is always thinking, ‘What 
would my patron think?”’ 

As Nicholas O. Stephanopoulos, 
an assistant law professor at the 
University of Chicago, put it in an 
article last year in the Columbia 
Law Review: “There is near con¬ 


sensus in the empirical literature 
that politicians’ positions more 
accurately reflect the views of 
their donors than those of their 
constituents.” 

At the same time, Sarbanes 
watched as the Supreme Court 
made a series of rulings that 
equated money in politics with 
speech, and began to undo the 
rules that were meant to prevent 
big money from overwhelm¬ 
ing the system. The best-known 
of these decisions was Citizens 
United in 2010, of course, but 
just last month, in McCutcheon 
v. Federal Election Commission, 
the court struck down the ag¬ 
gregate federal limit of $123,200 
that individuals could contribute 
to candidates and parties during 
a two-year election cycle. 

Finally, Sarbanes watched with 
dismay as his constituents react¬ 
ed to the influx of big money into 
politics. “People are convinced 
that Washington, D.C., is bought 
and sold and that their voices 
count for nothing. The question is: 
What do you do about it?” 

For decades, the answer for 
those in the campaign finance 
reform movement had always 
been to try to limit the amount 
of money any one person could 
contribute. Although individual 
contribution limits per candidate 
are still on the books, that gener¬ 
al approach is clearly not viable 
in the age of the Roberts court. 
So Sarbanes and other reform¬ 
ers began to come at the prob¬ 
lem from the opposite direction: 
magnifying the role of the small 
donor, rather than trying to di¬ 
minish the role of the large donor. 
In February, Sarbanes sponsored 
a bill that tries to do just that, at 
least for congressional races. 

It has three main components. 
First is a $50 tax credit per donor 
per election cycle. Second is a 
voluntary matching fund system. 
People who donate up to $150 
to a candidate who has agreed 
to lower contribution limits and 
the full disclosure of all donations 


will have that donation matched 
6 to 1 with federal funds. If the 
candidate agrees to take no 
contributions higher than $150, 
the match rises to 9 to 1. And fi¬ 
nally, it allows candidates to raise 
additional matching funds in the 
last 60 days of the election if the 
candidate feels he needs it to 
ward off a last-minute advertis¬ 
ing blitz. (The bill has disincentives 
to keep that additional money 
from being used unless it is really 
needed.) 

“There is a general consensus 
that the way to go is a multiple 
matching system,” said Fred Wert¬ 
heimer, the head of Democracy 
21 and one of the grand old men 
of campaign finance reform. For 
one thing, it engages small do¬ 
nors in the political process - and 
gives them an incentive because 
their money is being maximized. 
But Sarbanes also likes it for an¬ 
other reason: It forces members 
of Congress and would-be mem¬ 
bers of Congress to actively solicit 
the money - and thus the views 
- of their constituents. “Because 
it rewards finding small donors, 
your priorities change,” he said. 
“You don’t get co-opted.” 

So far, the bill has been popular 
with Democratic legislators - 149 
have signed on as co-sponsors, 
compared with a lone Republi¬ 
can, Walter Jones of North Car¬ 
olina - but recent polls by Stan 
Greenberg, the Democratic poll¬ 
ster, suggest that Republican vot¬ 
ers like the idea nearly as much 
as Democratic voters. 

“Every time there is another court 
decision like McCutcheon or 
Citizens United, the news causes 
people to say we have to do 
something about this,” said Nick 
Nyart of Public Campaign. But it’s 
also important, he added, that 
people be able to see that there 
is a viable policy solution. 

That’s what the Sarbanes bill rep¬ 
resents. It is not going to become 
law today, or even next year, but 
it stands as a beacon of hope for 
a frustrated electorate. □ 
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>ome Wines Are Worth Not Drinking 


PAUL SULLIVAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

Many people who collect 
fine wine talk about it as 
an investment. But is some¬ 
thing that pairs nicely with 
rack of lamb really an in¬ 
vestment - or just a way to 
justify paying tens of thou¬ 
sands of dollars for a single 
bottle? 

If you had been a buyer of 
the top five Bordeaux pro¬ 
ducers in France, known as 
premier cru, over the last 
century, you made a smart 
financial move, in addition 
to one that would please 
your palate. 

A study by three finance 
professors, presented at 
a conference in Georgia 
on Sunday, found that 
wines from these chateaus 
- Haut-Brion, Lafite-Roth- 
schild, Latour, Margaux 
and Mouton-Rothschild - 
posted annual returns from 
1900 to 2012 that beat gov¬ 
ernment bonds, although 
they trailed equities. 

The 5.3 percent real return 
fell to 4.1 percent after be¬ 
ing adjusted for insurance 
and storage costs. The re¬ 
turn was better than other 
collectibles like fine art and 
stamps. 

This is good news for the 
many wine collectors out 
there. According to U.S. 
Trust’s Insights on Wealth & 
Worth study, 13 percent of 
all high-net-worth house¬ 
holds collect fine wine. Of 
that group, 49 percent said 
they saw the wine as an in¬ 
vestment. (The rest planned 
to drink it.) 

But more than an affirma¬ 
tion that great wines ap¬ 
preciate as they age and 
become scarcer, the study 
found something unique. 
Great vintages rose quick¬ 
ly in value during the first 
couple of decades, which 
might be expected, but 
wines from mediocre, even 
bad, vintages started to 
catch up to the great ones 
after 50 years. 

For the first 25 years, the 
good vintages were about 
3 percent more expensive 
than the bad ones for each 
year of age. That price dif¬ 
ference began to narrow 
around 50 years. 

“There is a degree of 
convergence because 
100-year-old bottles of wine 
rarely get drunk,” said Elroy 
Dimson, co-director for the 
Center of Endowment As¬ 


set Management at the 
University of Cambridge’s 
Judge Business School and 
one of the study’s authors. 
“But they look quite good 
on display.” 

Another reason for this 
convergence of price was 
greater scarcity of the bad 
vintage than the good one, 
Dimson and his co-authors 
Peter L. Rousseau of Van¬ 
derbilt University and Chris- 
tophe Spaenjers of FIEC 
in Paris, found. “Suppose 
there was a poor-quality 
vintage - people had the 
good sense to drink it be¬ 
fore it turned to vinegar,” 
Dimson said. “But if you 
want a vertical run of vin¬ 


tages, you might pay more 
than you ought to for one 
you need.” 

Corinne Mentzelopou- 
los, owner of Chateau 
Margaux, said this finding 
made sense to her. “As the 
wines age, maybe after 40 
or 50 years, people have 
the tendency to forget 
about the vintage,” she 
said “I’m not quite aware 
of the quality of the 1902 or 
1904 Margaux, but should 
I find a bottle somewhere 
that looks real I would buy 
it for the wine cellar.” 
Dimson said the study was 
based on auction prices for 
wine sold through Christie’s 
and retail prices from Berry 
Bros. & Rudd, a centuries- 
old wine merchant in Lon¬ 
don. 


It did not use the highly re¬ 
garded Parker scores (cre¬ 
ated by the wine critic Rob¬ 
ert Parker) because they 
did not exist for most of the 
period studied. 

One criticism of the study 
was that it focused only on 
the very top Bordeaux pro¬ 
ducers and not other great 
wine regions in France or, 
for that matter, Italy or Cali¬ 
fornia. Yet the study noted 
that 80 percent of wine 
funds were invested in eight 
red Bordeaux wines. That 
said, the researchers wrote 
that the returns for the five 
premier cru were most likely 
at the top end for wines in 
general. 


As with any investment re¬ 
port, past performance is 
no guarantee of future re¬ 
turns. 

Bubbles can form in the 
wine market, as they did af¬ 
ter the financial crisis, when 
Chinese buyers began buy¬ 
ing Bordeaux. 

“They didn’t care about 
the vintage as much as 
the label condition and the 
brand name,” said David 
Sokolin, chief executive of 
Sokolin, a third-generation 
wine merchant in New York 
and author of “Investing 
in Liquid Assets: Uncorking 
Profits in Today’s Global 
Wine Market.” “We saw the 
first growths go up in price 
to unprecedented levels.” 
Sokolin said the 2008 vin¬ 
tage of Chateau Lafite- 


Rothschild, which was 
released early because 
it wasn’t thought to be 
great, showed the power 
of wealthy Chinese buy¬ 
ers. A wine that was origi¬ 
nally priced at a couple 
of hundred dollars a bottle 
increased 10 times so that 
one bottle at the peak of 
the bubble was selling for 
as much as a case of 12 
bottles at release. 

Why? “Eight is a lucky num¬ 
ber in Asia,” he said. “No 
one could have expect¬ 
ed that in the heart of this 
global recession that Asia 
could have pulled the wine 
market out of this slump.” 
Many chateaus have a 


second wine that is still 
good but not on the level 
of the main wine, which 
makes it considerably 
cheaper. Asian buyers, 
Sokolin said, drove up the 
price of Lafite’s second la¬ 
bel, Carruades de Lafite- 
Rothschild, to $300, from 
less than $100. “It was the 
cheapest way for Lafite- 
obsessed Asians to get their 
hands on a label that says 
Lafite,” he said. 

But just because Bordeaux 
has dominated in wine col¬ 
lecting and investing for 
centuries does not mean 
other regions are not gain¬ 
ing ground. The total trade 
by value of Italian wines on 
the Liv-ex Fine Wine 100 in¬ 
dex was 6 percent at the 
end of 2013, from 1 percent 


at the end of 2006. 
Giovanni Geddes de la 
Filicaja, chief executive 
of the Frescobaldi group, 
which produces two top 
Tuscan wines, Masseto and 
Ornellaia, noted that Or- 
nellaia had outperformed 
the Bordeaux-heavy Liv-ex 
100 since September 2011. 
It has also performed in 
line with all but one of the 
first growths since the end 
of 2008. (The exception is 
Lafite, which outperformed 
them all.) 

“There is a market for top 
wines from other regions in 
the world,” Geddes de la 
Filicaja said. “Investing is 
not the main reason peo¬ 
ple buy Italian wines, but it 
is becoming a factor.” 
Sokolin said this was a good 
time for wine investors to 
buy because the Liv-ex 100 
was still down from its June 
2011 peak of 365. It is now 
trading around 240. “I call 
now a starting point,” he 
said. “Prices have backed 
off, and there is a growing 
consumer base” in emerg¬ 
ing markets. 

Yet despite increased de¬ 
mand for great wines from 
parts of Italy and Burgundy 
in France, Sokolin remains 
bullish on Bordeaux. “The 
thing that makes Bordeaux 
such an incredible wine 
investment is there is such 
a long, solid track record 
among the greatest 20 pro¬ 
ducers,” he said. 

“I can’t tell you if Google 
will be the leading search 
engine 30 years from now, 
or if there will even be 
search engines, but the 
one thing you know is there 
won’t be any more ‘90 La- 
tours.” 

There is also another fac¬ 
tor in play: big supply. “Bor¬ 
deaux is the only wine in 
the world that can provide 
excellence and quantity,” 
Mentzelopoulos said. “If 
you want to buy an ‘82 
Margaux tomorrow you 
can find it.” 

“Other wines are based 
on scarcity,” she added, 
before mentioning two 
famous California wines. 
“If you want to have a 
Screaming Eagle or a Plar- 
lan Estates from ‘05, I don’t 
know you can find it so eas¬ 
ily.” 

Availability is, of course, 
relative. That ‘82 Margaux 
would set you back about 
$ 1,1000 



Several bottles of Petrus Pomerol Grand Vin on display at Jointek Fine Wines, an exclusive wine 
store in Honk Kong. Wine collectors who have purchased from the top five Bordeaux producers in 
France have made a smart investment over the last century, a study says, posting annual returns 
from 1900 to 2012 that beat government bonds. 

(Dean Cox/The New York Times) 










